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We might as well start with errors and 


changes. The Brew City Anti-authoritarian 


Collective (BCAC) did not get the mail that 
was coming to the P.O. Box listed in #48, 
and we didn’t get the new one in time for 
the last issue. They and we apologize for the 
screw-ups. Amongst other work, they dis- 
tribute Voice of the Oppressed, by Lorenzo L. 
Stone-Bey $3./copy. Stone-Bey documents 
his political history and the reasons he has 
spent 18 years in prison. It also gives a histo- 
ry of the Moors in prison. BCAC also does a 
very interesting newsletter. They are also 
interested in connecting with prisoners in 
Wisconsin. Write to them at: 

BCAC. 

P.O. Box 93312 

Milwaukee WI 53203 


We were in error when we mentioned in the 
last issue that North Coast Xpress was free to 
prisoners. Being a regional alternative paper, 
they are unable to send very many copies 
out for free. Subs are $10.00 for prisoners, 
$12.00 for others. Write to them at: 

NCX 

P.O. Box 1226 

Occidental, CA 95465 


Pelican Bay Information Project is no longer 
able to send free copies of the P.B. Express to 
prisoners other than those at Pelican Bay. 
. This is an excellent source of information 
about Control Units. $1. for a sample copy, 
subs are $15./yr. Write: 

Pelican Bay Information Project 

2489 Mission St # 28 

San Francisco CA 94110 


Cell Count is the newsletter of PASAN, by 


and for (ex)prisoners and those concerned © 


with the crisis of HIV/AIDS in prisons. It is 
free to prisoners and PHAs so a donation 
from supporters ultimately gets the publica- 
tion inside the prisons where it serves as an 
empowering and educational tool, giving 
voice to the marginalized. Kindly forward 
art and written work, or to subscribe write: 
Editor, Cell Count , cfo PASAN 

Ste 237- 517 College St 

Toronto ON M6G 4A2 


Organized KKKrime is a collection of essays 
by Shaka Shakur, who needs no introduc- 
tion to our readers. This is an excellent pam- 
phlet, with analysis and commentary about 
New Afrikan politics and community on 
both sides of the walls. It is $2 from: 





Boxholder 

P.O. Box 565 

Madison WI 53701 

How To Win Prison Disciplinary Hearings 
explains the elements of disciplinary rights 
in detail with the supporting case law. HTW 
includes procedures, witnesses, evidence, 
drug and alcohol tests and legal steps so 
clearly, even the non-legal person can read it 
with ease! 20 pages of solid information. 
$9.95, stamps allowed as payment. Write: 
Allan Parmelee 

2802 E. Madison, Suite 168 

Seattle WA 98112 


The Prisoners’ Action Committee in Ala- 
bama is a prison-based organization with 
outside aid struggling for the humane treat- 
ment of prisoners. They publish a newsletter 
covering the Alabama Prison system and the 
New Afrikan revolution that is free to pris- 
oners and anyone else interested. Send 
stamps if you can. Write: 

Prisoners’ Action Committee 

724 Spring St. 

Birmingham AL 35214 


The Prisoner’s Legal Forum Journal is a well 
written newsletter covering issues from a 
legal perspective with a particular interest in 
the Illinois prison system out of which it 
comes. It shows real promise, and they need 
support since they have limited funds. The 
first six double-sided single-sheet special 
editions (of which three have been pub- 
lished) are free. Illinois doesn’t allow direct 
prisoner-to-prisoner contact, so please send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope to: 

R. Ronniel Wren # N 36018 


P.O. Box 2000 


Mt Sterling IL 62353 


Tafawa Balagoon, a New Jersey prisoner, says 


_ that the Black Kat Kollective has just put out 


the first issue of their newspaper called 
Kollective Spirits, costing 50 cents. Write: 
Kollective Spirits | 

c/o Black Kat Kollective 

P.O. Box 1191 

Newark NJ 07101 


Down to the Wire: History and Writing of a 
Prison Activist and Jailhouse Lawyer is by and 
about John Perotti, another prisoner who 
needs no introduction to our readers. Perotti 
has been a fighter for a long time, and this 
documents his various struggles. Very good 
for anyone needing to be exposed to the 
kinds of vicious abuse prisoners get subject- 
ed to and the spirit of those who resist. 
Copies are $5. and please send cash only 
plus a little more to cover postage. We’re 
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working on a way to help get them for free 


to prisoners in North America. Write to: 
Andrew Flett 

4A Bedford Ave. E 

Aberdeen Scotland AB2 3YL U.K. 


Bubba-B wrote what “Nobody told me” in j 
PNS #46 which remains one of my all timet 


favourite pieces. He has finished a pamphle 
of his writings called “Searching the. Jungle”. 
haven't seen it but await it eagerly. Sen 
$2.00 plus 40 cents (each) for handling to: 
Raze the Walls c/o Mike Lee 

P.O. Box 22774 

Seattle WA 98122-0774 


Gendertrash is a political and community- 
oriented magazine for transsexual and 


transgendered persons. Subscriptions ar 


$24/4 issues, free to transexual/ transgen- 


dered prisoners. Write: 


Gendertrash l ‘ i 


Box 500-62, 552 Church St sella 
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A writer is seeking gay male prisoners will- 


: i nad 
ing to relate their experiences for a study 


about the treatment of homosexuals in 


prison. Write: 
Ricardo 


4417 SW 66th Ter. cn 


Davie FL 33314 


Ability Network, a not for profit, cross dis- 


ability magazine distributed nationally, 


would like to include experiences of people 


who are in prison or who have come in con- 
tact with the criminal justice system in 
Canada. Coming deadlines are May 11, 
August 17 and November 6, 1995. Call (902) 
461-9009, or write to the editor: ee 
Spencer Bevan-John 
Ability Network 





19 Mount Pleasant Ave. : a | 
Dartmouth NS B3A 3T3 2 4 


A Texas prisoner would like to contact any 
other U.S. prisoner involved in the Thelemite 


Religion based on A.C.’s The Book of the Law. 


Specifically the treatment they have received 
from staff because of it. Please contact: 
Roger Earl Pirkle #430123 ha 
Goree Seg Unit/Cage 32 


Huntsville TX 77344-0001 


A 35-year-old Jewish man wishes to hear 
from other Jews in prison. He wants to find 
out what practices are allowed in other pris- 
ons. Write: v 
Richard J: Thames 614996 

P.O. Box 32) UGsA-15 

Huntsville TX 77348 
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Politics — klass and privilege, political prisoners ... centre 
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Reporting on justice issues, particularly 
prisons, has increased in the mainstream. It 
is as though there is a sudden concern. Or 
that some unusual incident warrants the 
scrutiny of the public eye. Perhaps it is that 
Correctional Services Canada (CSC) can no 
longer keep the lid on one of the govern- 
ment’s best kept secrets — the monster and 
abuses of prisons. 


Since late ~94, television, radio and 
print media have publicized a lot of contro- 
versial information on prisons. Some of it 
has been very critical of the justice system, 
with hard facts to support the economic and 
social concerns raised by its failure. 


CSC most likely wishes that the issue 
of Robert (Tex) Gentles’ killing would just 
go away. During the week prior to the most 
recent hearing in the case, there had been 
some concern that the crown would not 
pursue charges against the killer guards. It 
is obvious the state wants to and is going to 
protect its henchmen. On March 10th, how- 
ever, the crown preferred charges against 
Barry Aitchison and Sean Wylie, dismissing 
manslaughter and criminal negligence 
counts against four other swine. Richard 
McKee, the keeper in charge at the time 
must have been asleep, and did not see 
what occurred, because that can be the only 


reason that he should not be prosecuted as 


well. In his capacity as head keeper at the 
time, it was his responsibility to stop any 















sleep by 2 an meer T aT is a 
prison guard dressed in riot gear, accompa- 
nied by four or five other men. Voices muf- 
fled by riot helmets. with face guards, they 
mumble to you to strip off your clothes and 
not to resist. Because you don’t understand 
and move quick enough, you are hand- 
cuffed, shackled, forced to the floor by this 
massive force of abuse and several of the 
men proceed to rip and cut your clothes 
from your body. 


Without a video-tape of such an event, 


no one would believe that this could hap- 
pen, and be repeated eight times by a male 
Emergency Response Team during cell 


extractions at the Kingston Prison For. 


Women (P4W). Even after seeing this now 
public video tape, some people are able to 
deny the reality of such horror. 


Of the people who viewed the tape of 
the April 26th incident some believe they 
saw a riot in progress. Therese LeBlanc, 
author of the Investigative Report of the 
incident saw something every one else 
seems to have missed. She considered the 
deployment and actions of the ERT as 
something normal. There are those people 
of the opinion that the prisoners in the 
video are animals, which enables them to 
justify in their conscience the abusive 
actions of the ERT. But most who saw the 
Fifth Estate television program were out- 
raged and shocked at the abusive nature of 
the tactics of male prison guards against 
vulnerable women. There was an unprece- 
dented amount of outraged press that pub- 
licized the incidents during the past year, 
with many horrific stories on Canadian 
prisons in general. As though this is some- 
thing new. Regardless of what people saw 
on television and read in the newspapers 
about P4W, it remains far from the whole 
truth of the matter. 


On Feb. 21/95, Correctional Investi- 
gator (CI), Ron Stewart, released his report 
on the tape and the actions of Correctional 


Services, the Commissioner of Corrections, 


CSC - Correctional 
“Service” in Crisis 


undue force. Obviously he did not. What is 
rather bewildering is that the swine charged 
remain employed as corrections workers, 
which shows that CSC does whatever it 
likes. Unfortunately for them, they are com- 
ing increasingly under pressure to get to the 
bottom of this issue. 


The guards charged with Gentles’ 
killing are the first to ever be prosecuted for 
murder in penal history in canada. And a 
widely publicized video of women under- 
going cell extractions at P4W (Prison for 
Women) offered more undebatable proof of 
abuses in the prisons, not unusual at P4W. 
Considering the history of prisons, and the 
evidence from a hundred years of records, 
these incidents are obviously not isolated. 
In fact, what was written by a federal sub- 
committee about prison. conditions nearly 
twenty years ago is comparable to what is 
going on in the prisons today. The 1975 
committee report exclaimed that “one area 
in which women have equality in canada 
without trying is in the national system of 
punishment. The nominal equality trans- 
lates itself into injustice.” They went on to 
urge the phasing out of P4W, which has still 
not occurred. For twenty years the public 
has knowingly sat back and let these 
women be abused in a condemned prison. 


Public scrutiny of CSC has got them 
packing, leaving them vulnerable to chal- 
lenge. At Joyceville institution, the 


Strip search abuse 
leads to inquiry 


_.the deployment ent and actions of the 
gency Response Team (ERT) and others 


involved. He explains the difficulties he 
had during the investigation, especially that 
it took several attempts and many months 
to obtain a copy of the video tape. The 
report includes investigations of all the 
April incidents, grievances filed by the pris- 
oners and statements of the Citizens’ 
Advisory Committee (CAC), whose mem- 
bers were at P4W prior to, during and after 
the incidents. He writes a play-by-play, 
descriptive analysis of the entire ninety 
minute video tape not missing a beat. After 
reading his report, any reasonable person 
would be repulsed and never desire to view 
the tape of physical and psychological 
abuse, sexual assault and torture. 


One of the first questions raised by the 
report is what occurred during the fifty- 
eight minutes that passed while the camera 
was turned off? The cell extractions began 
at 10:37 p.m. (when the prison was locked 
down for the night and the women were 
asleep) and ended at 1:15 a.m. That leaves a 
story only the guards and the prisoners can 
tell. Facts that must come out in the courts. 


The observations of the CI included 
scathing indictments of each official level 
that administers the federal prison for 
women. He asserted that “CSC failed to 
ensure that its investigative process into the 
P4W incidents was open, independent and 
objective” and further concluded that the 
ERT was used to boost the morale of PAW 
Security officers This supported earlier 
claims by critics, such as Canadian 
Association of E Fry Societies (CAEBS), that 
the CSC Report written by now-warden 
LeBlanc was a “whitewash”. To see LeBlanc 
attempting to back up her claims on nation- 
al television was embarrassing. 


The affair that raised this investigation 
began on April 22/94 with a physical con- 
frontation between prisoners of B Range 
and guards at P4W. Six women were segre- 
gated, charged with various assault and 


escape charges and claims were made that 


Ahe- Emets 


Dight 


Prisoners’ Committee has sent out a call for 
solidarity among the region’s prisoners to 
fight “random urinalysis with all [they] 
could muster”. Noticeable in the records of 
just who has been getting “randomly test- 
ed” is that it is always the same prisoners. 
The new “drug interdiction” policy and the 
extreme measures that have already been 
implemented amount to a case of charter 
violations and is contradictory of the very 
laws that govern CSC. The tensions created 
through loss of visits, prison jobs and 
spending all day locked in cells for many 
more prisoners has been instrumental in 
prisoners rising up against the intrusiveness 
of urinalysis and the punishments for test- 
ing positive. It just goes to show that when 
the restrictions go too far, the oppressed rise 
up against it. We also learn from this that 
prison repression can and does raise the 
political conscience to a practical level. 


There have been a lot of other issues in 


_ the news that the public sees only fleeting 


glances of. People forget when the pages 
are full of new hot topics though. As a 
result, there has not been any recent men- 
tion of the concerns about the TB epidemic 
at Kingston Pen. Another issue — criminal 
medical neglect — that just won't go away. 
And such critical reports as the Auditor- 


General’s to parliament on CSC has gotten | 


little mention, 
because once canadi- 
ans find out: what 
their money is being 
spent on in the name 
of public safety, they 
are likely to lynch 
someone. Regardless 
of what the jurors say 


the women should be 
placed in a Special 
Handling Unit. CSC 
attempted to transfer 
them to Millhaven 
Max, a men’s prison. 
Then under cover of 
on May 6th, 
they were transferred 
to a segregation unit 
within the walls of 
Kingston Pen, de- 
signed especially to 
brutalize the women. 
Legal action against 
the involuntary trans- 
fer soon got the 
women sent back to 
P4W. The conditions 
under which they 
were segregated at 
P4W for nearly seven months were the 
worst of all: Court actions on behalf of the 


women are on-going with support from var- 


ious national women’s and justice groups. 


The CI stated that the investigative 
report “does not pass conclusive comment 
on the appropriateness of the decision to 
deploy the ERT.” This ERT arrived from 
Kingston Penitentiary in response to a non- 
existent emergency situation. The only 
“riot” occurred when the women were 
dragged out of bed, stripped, assaulted and 
tortured by prison guards dressed for bat- 
tle. Stewart concludes: “The video tape of 
the deployment of the ERT shows a mas- 
sive display of force being exercised in the 
face of virtually no resistance.” Both CAC 
members for P4W reported in separate 
statements that there was no danger and 
therefore no emergency situation to 
respond to according to their observations 
in the prison that evening. 


Under fire after the national airing of 
the video, Solicitor-General Herb Gray 
announced his decision to hold a public 
inquiry into the entire matter. Responding 
in a news release a week after Stewart’s 
Report was released, Gray agreed with 
most recommendations to make the infor- 
mation and any investigation fully public. 
Who is to be held accountable and how 
remains in question. Much of the matter 
remains before the courts. When the truth 
comes out, there will be no choice but to 
agree with the CI's recommendations that 


who didn’t see the beating on the video 
tape of Rodney King and LA police, video 
tape does not lie. Regardless of the fact that 
some who saw the P4W video observed a 
riot, there is evidence of abuse. The public is 
getting to know the truths of our prisons. 


The latest among anti-prison and pris- 
oner’s rights initiatives, the Prison Violence 
Project has been doing some research and 
outreach for assistance from prisoners. The 
Project now has chapters in various prisons 
and universities across Canada. The educa- 
tion, research and lobby group is looking to 
petition the federal government to hold an 
official inquiry into CSC and hold them 
accountable. Already the Project has been 
banned in one west coast prison, with cor- 
rectional authorities afraid of the group’s 
principle of openness, integrity and 
accountability. When administrators go to 
lengths to try to stop such projects, whose 
only aim is to reduce violence, there is 
obviously something to hide. 


Censorship is becoming more of an 
issue for some prisoner publications as 
well. Cell Count, the newsletter of PASAN 
(Prisoner AIDS/HIV Support Action 
Network) has been called into question by 
corrections officials. Moralist prison guards 


continued on page 2 





the survivors of this tragedy receive appro- 
priate compensation. We will have to wait 
and see how the public reacts to that dent in 
their tax purse. 


Many questions remain surrounding 
the ERT cell extractions caught on video for 
all to see. In general, the question of just 
what sort of treatment women prisoners get 
in the name of “corrections” must be 
answered. While some people who saw this 
video claim there was a riot in progress, the 
rest of the public watched Fifth Estate in 
horror as male prison guards dressed in full 
riot gear stripped, defiled and tortured 
women they had put in chains. The 
Correctional Investigator’s report of the 
video occurrence challenges both the 
Commissioner’s ethics and CSC practices. 
The report is scathing! The survivors are 
raging! The public has yet to learn the truth. 
With due respect, not all of what occurred at 
P4W can be divulged until all the legal 
actions on behalf of the women prisoners 
are completed. Because of intense public 
pressure, the Solicitor General responded to 
challenges by calling for an inquiry into the 
April “94 incidents at PAW. Now, prisoners’ 
rights advocates must stay hot on Gray’s 
heels to hold CSC accountable for its trans- 
gressions. CAEFS and Native organizations 
are insisting that the inquiry give voice to 
the concerns of Native women caught in the 
system as well as all those who are sur- 
vivors of abusive backgrounds, which most 
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Prison News Service 


International Political Prisoners Tli 
to save Mumia Abu-Jamal 





Ongoing call to international political and socially 
conscious prisoners for contributions 


Sisters and brothers, more than 90 


political prisoners from the United States, 


a Sa 


By now, most readers know that the 
writer has written a book, something that 
has stirred considerable controversy, for 
some reason. The writer admits, the reports 
are true, and if the book is not already out by 
the time you read this, it will be very soon. 


Titled Live from Death Row, it is a collec- 
tion of essays, many on prison life, some on 


WE NEED to support the publisher of 
Mumia’s book, Addison-Wesley! The 
Fraternal Order of Police in Philadelphia 
is using Maureen Faulkner (the wife of 
police officer Daniel Faulkner who 
Mumia is falsely convicted of killing) to 
get front page news stories calling for a 
boycott of the publisher. Addison-Wesley 
is being attacked for daring to publish the 
essays of Mumia Abu-Jamal, Live from 
Death Row. Let them-know you support 
their courageous stand. Write, call, and 
fax now. We can’t let them back down. 
Also, the more support they hear the larg- 
er print runs they'll do, and the bigger the 
distibution efforts they will make. Call, 
write, fax today! Let them know you and 


your friends want the book out! 


David Goehring Publisher Addison-Wesley 
One Jacob Way 

Reading, MA 01867 

phone: 617/944-3700 fax: 617/944-9338 
and/or 

J. Larry Jones, CEO and William Pack 
Editor in Chief both at same address as | 
above 

Elizabeth Carduff, Marketing Director 
Addison-Wesley 170 - 5th. Ave 

New York, NY 10010 

phone: 212/463-7981 fax: 212/463-8439 


For more information, and to find out 
how you can help further, contact Equal 
Justice USA at 301-699-0042. 





France, Germany, Chile, Belgium, 
Denmark, Spain and Peru have contributed 
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life itself, and others on the political influ- 
ences that govern life both inside and out- 
side of prisons, published by Addison- 
Wesley. Many of you have, no doubt, read 
some of the essays. 


Other works have appeared elsewhere 
(as in the Yale Law Journal article), and oth- 
ers were written specifically for this volume. 
Why? 

The question should be, “Why not?” 


Does the First Amendment, which 
allegedly guaranteéS Freedom of the Press, 
apply behind prison walls? Does it truly 
apply to all within America? 

We shall see. 


Some, mostly demagogues and political 
opportunists, have decried the fact that the 
writer has published a book — “outra- 
geous!”, they thunder; “incredible!”, they 
bellow. One wonders, what happened to 
that Constitution, that hallowed First 
Amendment by which they all swear? 
(“Nigger,” they mutter between fanged 
teeth, “it wasn’t meant for you!”). 

Indeed, it never was, nor for anyone 
who looked like me. Isn't that still the lesson 
of the infamous Dred Scott case, where 
‘Justice’ Robert Taney opined, ”... a negro 
has no rights that a white man is bound to 
respect”? (A case, I might add, that has 
never been judicially overruled!). 


The writer, like any writer, hopes that 
he is read, no more — simply that. 


We, people of African origins, more 
than any other in this land called ‘America’ 
(with the possible exception of the so- called 
Indians) know that the ‘law’ is often the tool 
of the “outlaw,” and is twisting to oft times 


‘nefarious ends. Most of the readers of this 


publication know of the bombing of MOVE 
on May 13th, 1985, where 11 men, women 
and children were murdered by the police 
and the government of Pennsylvania. 


What did the ‘law’ do, or say, about the 


art and work, crafts and writings to our col- 
lective project: Art and Writings Against the 
Death Penalty. 


We are grateful to everyone inside who 
has contributed and to those on the street 
who have given our work a means of 
expression. [he response from prisoners 
was perhaps no surprise, but the project has 
also been enthusiastically embraced by 
many people outside. The art and perfor- 
mance aspects of this unprecedented effort 
are reaching into new communities with 
our call for solidarity with Mumia and 
every person on death row. 


We are being heard! 


The art show recently concluded a 
month long exhibition at the Art Gallery of 
the Adam Clayton Powell State Office 
Building in New York. The show be will be 
on display in various American cities dur- 
ing the year and will be in Toronto in 
August. 


Many of the art pieces contributed in 
the first call have already been sold with 
the condition that they will continue to 
travel with the exhibit. None of us, howev- 
er, expected this project to carry on through 
the entire year and there is a practical need 
to deliver some of the art work by June to 
those who have already purchased it. 
There will be more opportunities to sell 
more artwork and crafts during the 


massacre — about that blatant mass murder 
— about that latter-day slaughter of the 
innocents on Osage Avenue? 


Not a damn thing. 


How many politicians screamed “outra- 
geous’ at the news of convicted criminal (ex- 
cop) Stacey Koon’s Legal Defense Fund 
which has according to one report, netted an 
estimated $4.7 million dollars in donations? 
This cop, videotaped in the act of beating 
Rodney King senseless — serving a measly 
30-month federal bit! — is getting funds for 
lawyers and to help his family. Where’s the 
outcry? | 

I, after having had one court-appointed 
lawyer (who was later disbarred), and 
another on appeal, am fighting, quite literal- 
ly, for my very life, against an unjust and 
and an illegal Death Sentence, have decided 
to finally try to hire a good lawyer, and the 
buzzards of the Fraternal Order of Police 
(FOP) and political hitmen screech their 
objections. 

If Stacey Koon is entitled to a direct 
mail solicitation for legal funds and family 
assistance in an amount upwards to over 
$4,000,000.00, and he is fighting a less than 
3-year federal sentence for a crime that was 
videotaped and televised internationally, 
why the squawk over a book deal with the 
writer for $30,000? 


The squawk, upon reflection, is utterly 
reasonable, for one man served the interests 
of the system all of his professional life, 
while another man opposed the interests of 
the system all of his professional (and 
indeed teenage) life. 


Guess who gets the beef? 


You decide who you would rather read, 
and refuse to let baby-killing cops, or their 
political lackeys tell you what is, or isn’t ver- 
boten to read. 


Isn’t that the very essence of the 
“Freedom of the Press”? oo 


Mumia Abu Jamal AM 8335 
SCI Greene 

1030 E. Roy Furman Hwy 
Waynesburg PA 15370 
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upcoming tour and funds for Mumia’s 
defense are still urgently needed. 


If, due to the deadline of the original 
call, you haven't had the chance to con- 
tribute you can do so now. If you have 
already contributed, please consider con- 
tributing additional pieces of artwork. The 
project especially needs contributions by 
June 1st, the date that we will need to 
deliver artwork to those who have pur- 
chased it from the previous six months. 
You can contribute works to: 


Political Prisoners Unite 
164 Lexington 

Jersey City NJ 07034 
(201) 420-9434 


With the inauguration of death penalty 
enthusiast Governor Tom Ridge, the pace 
of executions in Pennsylvania is expected 
to pick up. Mumia’s life is in grave danger. 
Let us build the momentum of our solidari- 
ty until he is safe and free of harm. 


Tim Blunk 

Jihad Abdul Mumit 

Alberto Rodriguez 

Larry Giddings 

Kojo Bomani Sabudu 

Haniff Shabaz Bey 

Ricardo Jimenez 

Avdush Shaku “— tig 
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tion “promoting drug use and’ 
ity.” And they object to prisoners’ written 
opinions about prison staff. Meanwhile, the 
publication has had excellent feedback 
from prisoners with many requests for sub- 
scriptions. 


PASAN is currently hiring a coordina- 
tor for the August 95 national workshop, 
and they are asking (ex)prisoners wishing 
to attend the conference to contact them at 
the address listed for Cell Count (see back 
page). PASAN is one of the best initiatives 
of working grass-roots community based 
organizing and recently received funding 
for a two-year “prison outreach project”, 
which will publish their newsletter. 


Prison News Service has also been 
rejected at various prisons in canada where 
it hadn't before. One obviously frustrated 
CSC staff at Warkworth Prison stamped 
“RETURN TO SENDER” 31 times on an 
envelope containing a copy of issue #49 
(which had been opened). Issue #49 was 
also returned from Millhaven Prison 
marked “not permitted”. This followed 
information from a prisoner in Mission , 
Prison, who wrote that PNS is banned 
there. PNS is consulting with lawyers and 
looking into the legal challenge this could 
very easily escalate to. Could CSC afford to 
fight and lose such a battle at this time? 


The overall analysis of prisons and jus- 
tice paints a grim picture of cover-up, crim- 
inality and the perpetuating of violence 
they are mandated to reduce, Although it 
has been the mainstream that helped bring 
it all to public attention, it has been the 
prisoners’ and their supporters’ efforts and 
commitment that has been the driving 
force in waking up the public conscience. 


= With help from community radio, alterna- 


tive press and direct action, the struggle to 
break the cycle of violence that prisons 


| keep in motion continues on all fronts. e 
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Tribute to 


It was with a deep sense of sadness 
and loss that I recently read a letter from 
Claire Culhane, spokesperson for the 
Prisoners’ Rights Group based in 
Vancouver, and author of several books 
about the prison system in Canada stating 
that she would not longer be able to con- 
tinue her struggle as an outspoken advo- 
cate for prisoners in this country. Ms. 
Culhane suffered a heart attack, and on 
advice of her physician, she had to retire. 


As someone who has had the privi- 
lege of knowing Claire for 16 of her past 
20 years as the country’s strongest advo- 
cate for prison reform, I think I can speak 
for prisoners everywhere in saying her 
lively personality and tenacious spirit 
will impossible to replace. 


Claire's personal letters to us during 
times of deep depression, dejection and 
loneliness kept many of us above water 
when we may have otherwise sank. She 
was never judgemental about what we 
may have done in the past, and only con- 
cerned herself with the present and our 
futures. 


Had Claire selected any other group 
with whom to work and assist — the poor, 
the sick, the homeless — she would 
undoubtedly have been made a 
Companion of the Order of Canada years 
ago. Instead, she chose the lonely path of 
working to assist prisoners, the most 
helpless, but perhaps most despised 


A situation currently unfolding in 
Montana is showing that Governor Racicot, 
the Department of Corrections (D.O.C.), the 
Board of Pardons and Alternatives, Inc. are 
committing extremely gross acts of injustice 
and discrimination, violating Constitutional 
Rights of inmates, violating Civil Rights of 
children, violating their own institutional 
policies and acting with deliberate intent to 
insure the March 10, 1995 return of five 
women back to prison (complete with 
increased Custody Levels) from the the Pre- 
release Center in which they were success- 
fully residing. Three of the women had 


- been living in Pre-release for over two 


years. The women’s return to prison was 


strictly the result of a “reclassification of . 


administrative policies” according the the 
D.O.C. Their return was, in actuality, delib- 
erately and intentionally planned by using 
deceit, deception, coercion, intimidation 
and telling of lies. They can try to hide 
behind the “administrative policies” 
rhetoric but it is, as they tell the inmates 
engaging in the same behavior, “criminal 
thinking errors”. 


It began over two years ago when 


Mickey Gamble, Administrator of the 


D.O.C., began placing these five women 
into the Community Corrections Program 
without the Board of Pardons endorsement. 
After the women had been placed in 
Community Corrections, the D.O.C. con- 
tracted with Alternatives, Inc., a non-profit 
Pre-release center, to assume the function- 
ing of the Women’s Center that the five 
women had been placed in. At least three of 
the five women, by means of exemplary 
conduct, had achieved the Minimum / 
Unrestricted Custody Level before 
Alternatives took over. 


I was working for Alternatives, Inc. at 
that time. Within a few months after the 
take over, I became aware that the 
Adminsitration of Alternatives was inten- 
tionaldy beginning to “target” certain 
oo with the intent of having them 


Claire Culhane 











group in our society, knowing well that 
her efforts would be unappreciated and 
even condemned by the politicians and 
bureaucrats to whom she was opposed. 








Claire lives frugally. Her only source 
of income is the royalties from her books. 
Prisoners would often send her stamps 
when possible to help defray the costs of 
the many letters she wrote to them, or to 
authorities on their behalf. When visit 
prisons across the country, she would 
always be welcomed to homes of the fam- 
ilies of prisoners to avoid expensive hotel 
bills. 


Many of the positive changes in the 
prison system over the past 20 years can 
be attributed to Claire as a result of her 
books, because of her gutsy outspoken- 
ness about injustices in the prison system 
when interviewed by various media. 


















It would not be far-fetched to call 
Claire the “Mother Theresa” of prisoners 
in Canada because of her unselfish devo- 
tion and perseverance in attempting got 
bring dignity and respect to women and 
men confined. 









It’s unfortunate she must retire, but 
she will always be remembered with 
respect, admiration and love by those for 
whom she gave so much. 


Charles Armstrong 
Box 22 
Kingston Ont K7L 4V7 













Montana women paying price 


returned to prison on misconduct charges. 


‘A Class II disciplinary, which is considered 


to be a serious violation, was given to one 
woman for an incident. For anyone else not 
being targeted, that same incident would be 
considered a minor offense. That Class II 
should have never been given to that resi- 
dent and I took evidence to validate this 
claim to officials at D.O.C. two months 
before the D.O.C. and Alternatives, Inc. 
returned the women to prison. Alternative’s 
deliberate and intentional targeting of cer- 
tain residents by issuing Class II disciplinar- 


‘ies is directly responsible for two of the 


women’s increased Custody Levels. They 
went from Minimum/ Unrestricted to 
Medium Custody based on trumped up 
charges. 


These five women inmates are suffer- 
ing an unjustifiable and inexcusable injus- 
tice inflicted by the governing powers of the 
State of Montana. Simply stated, this appal- 
ing injustice is obvious. Because the Parole 
Board did not endorse Mickey Gamble’s place- 
ment of these women into a pre-release facility to 
begin with, when Governor Racicot forced 
Mickey Gamble to resign his position in 
November 1995, these same women were ulti- 
mately returned to prison. This act came about 
even though these women had been suc- 
cessfully living, working, going to college, 
regaining custody of their children (two 
children were returned to Oklahoma 
though, due to “administrative policies”) 
and establishing relationships and positive 
support systems within the community. 
They had proven themselves to be “decent, 
upstanding, law-abiding” citizens, thus 
making a mockery of the Parole Board’s 
non-endorsement. Today, even after two 
years of success in Pre-release for three 
women, the Parole Board is still unwilling 
to endorse them. Now the Parole Board is 
making a mockery of themselves. 


The women’s return to prison came 
unannouced and without due process. In 
addition to their due process being violated, 





For those of you who haven’t seen 
the last couple of editions of Prison News 
Service, we've had some articles relating 
to a nationwide project that is being 
launched to overthrow the American 
Correctional Association (ACA) through 
perfectly legal means. (Attn: prison offi- 
cials: It is my understanding that many of 
you have barred these issues from several 
state systems because of the threat we 
pose by exposing your criminal activities 
— to you. I wish to apprise you that my 
articles are all read by lawyers before 
they are published, and they do not rep- 
resent a threat to the “security and good 
order” of your gulags; I’d also like to 
apprise you that it is illegal to withhold 
this publication from the prisoners with- 
out notifying Prison News. Service and 
affording us an opportunity to appeal 
your arbitrary and capricious decision to 
withhold this educational and construc- 
tive publication from the prisoners; if you 
are not violating fundamental human 
rights, then surely you should encourage 
prisoners at your facilities to read this 
paper! By barring it from them, you 
unwittingly make your admission of 
guilt.) 


At any rate, we've received a lot of 
great responses from jailhouse lawyers 
and prisoners’ rights activists around the 
country (about 40 states) who are com- 
mitted to this ACA project. Some of you 
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~tin Roseanne’s trial. These are just a few 


ten D.O.C. staff members were brought in 
to transport these five women. They also 


brought belly chains and shackles. How 


does the D.O.C. justify using this kind of 
psychological terror? The women cannot be 
considered much of an escape risk or they 
would have been long gone by now. It is 
amazing that Correctional Systems are so 
contemptuous of the psychological, emo- 
tional and physical abuse that inmates have 
inflicted upon their victims, yet when the 
D.O.C. behaves with identical behaviors, it 
falls under the “administrative policies” 
concept of rehabilitation. In spite of the 
community’s and a statewide public outcry 
(which is still occurring), they still remain in 
prison. Their appeals to have their Medium 
Custody Level reclassifications reduced 
back to Minimum/ Unrestricted, remains 
denied, not to be reviewed again for six 
months. Ask Tom Donahue why he denied 
Eurdora Dannels’ appeal when he, along 
with others, have the 
letter of recommen- 
dation from her 
employer to totally 
disprove their charge 
of “poor work con- 
duct” which keeps 
her in Medium 
Custody status. Ask 
Betty Ann Roan at 
Alternatives what her 
REAL reason is for 
targeting Diane 
White. Ask Bonnie 
Hale, at Alternatives, 
about her grave con- 
cern that Roseanne 
Murray really could 
be innocent. Then ask 
her and Betty Ann 
Roan why,.when all 
of a sudden this con- 
cern was expressed, 
Roseanne was 
ordered to pay for, 
and take a $350 psy- 
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Update on the ACA 
litigation project 


P.O. Box 880 
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_ Racicot was then the Prosecuting Attorne 





may have written to us and not received 
a response: It’s not because we haven’t 
written to you — it’s because your prison 
officials have intercepted the mail 
because it wasn’t “legal mail.” In the 
future, please send us a stamped enve- 
lope but leave it blank so that one of the 
attorneys involved in the project may 
contact you via legal mail. And if you 
don’t enclose a stamped envelope, don’t 
expect a response at all, because the way I 
feel about it is if you’re not qualified to 
send us a stamp to cover the costs of our 
correspondence to you, you're not in a 
position to be of any assistance in this 
project and will only burden us. Sorry for 
my bluntness, but that’s the way I feel 
about it. 





















For those of you who are active in 
prisoners’ rights issues and have a ten- 
dency to do more than just talk, if you 
haven’t read the ACA articles in the last 
two issues, | urge you to do so, and if 
you're so inclined, to contact us and get 
involved in this movement, because it is 
the first major prisoners’ rights move- 
ment since the early 1970s. Join us. Let us 
make a difference. If anything will work, 
this project will. All correspondence 
should be addressed to: o> 


Deborah Garlin, Attorney/President 
Center for Advocacy of Human Rights 














Ranchos de Taos NM 87557-0880 


chiatric evaluation or receive a Class II 
write-up. I will give you a clue: Split 
Personality Disorder. Oh, and Governor 


RST 





examples of “administrative policies”. 


Even though most everyone seems to 
be agreeing that a mistake was made and 
these women are paying the harsh conse- 
quences for the State’s mistakes, neither 
Governor Racicot nor the Board of Pardons 
has stepped in to grant these women a 
parole; and the injustice continues. The 
System's actions, while disguised as 
“administrative policies”, look very similar 
to many aspects of the Holocaust. 


If any letters are sent to Governor 
Racicot or others concerning what you have 
just read, please send me a copy so I can 
monitor this situation and what effect your 
letters may have. Also, they will know that 
they are being monitored. If anyone would 
like additional information, please write 
me. Thank you. 


Cindy Fischer 
222 Terry Ave. 
Billings, Mt. 59101 
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Prisoners still receiving 
retaliation as a result of 
the Lucasville uprising 


As of this writing (Feb 28, 1995), the sit- 
uation for the prisoners involved in the 
Lucasville uprising in April 1993 is not a 
good one. According to correspondence we 
have been receiving, fifteen prisoners are still 
locked down in solitary confinement after 
the Special Prosecutor determined that evi- 
dence was lacking to prosecute them for any 
crimes. For over a year, these prisoners were 
denied contact visits, and were forced to visit 
with their families through a thick glass par- 
tition while in chains (handcuffs and shack- 
les). They are now allowed contact visits, but 
must still wear handcuffs throughout their 
visits. For over a year, these prisoners were 
limited to three 5-minute showers per week. 
Now they receive five. 


As for “recreation”, these prisoners 
state: “We are given outside recreation 
every other day no matter what the weather 
is like. We are handcuffed and shackled, 
placed on a long chain and walked to an 
outside cage. Each man has his own cage. 
Inside recreation is much the same — the 
walk outside, the chains and shackles and 
the single-man cage. About three months 
ago we started making ten-minute phone 
calls once per week.” 


The prisoners will now be tried by une- 
ducated prison guards in prison discipli- 
nary hearings (kangaroo court) for alleged 
rapes, murders and kidnappings after the 
local prosecutor determined that there are 
no witnesses or other evidence of their 


guilt. Moreover, the prisoners write that ` 


since the lockdown, one prisoner has died. 
He was 23 years old. The official “cause of 


death” was a heart attack which occurred 
shortly after the prisoners witnessed his 
being attacked by prison guards. The 
spokesman for these prisoners states: 


“Since the lockdown I have been 
removed from my cell and beaten. I lost my 
front teeth and had to have surgery for a 
busted ear drum as a result of the attack. I 
was placed in a strip cell and beaten also. I 
stayed in the cell nude for three days. The 
administration claims it never happened 
because there was no witness. I have also 
seen others attacked by these same officers 
who come with their black riot gear on. I 
am unable to pay for a lawyer; therefore, all 
I can do is try to get the word out and hope- 
fully someone will support us.” 


For more information on the situation 
and how you can support these prisoners, 
please write to: 


Lewis Byrd Jr. #188-302 
P.O. Box 45699 
Lucasville OH 45699-0001 


Please keep copies of all such correspon- 
dence, and if you don’t receive a response, 
let us know so we can determine whether 
your mail is being tampered with, as the 
Lucasville officials have been unlawfully 
interfering with prisoners’ mail, including 
privileged attorney-client mail, according to 
evidence in our possession. Write: 


Little Rock Reed 
Center for Advocacy of Human Rights (CAHR) 
P.O. Box 880 


Ranchos de Taos NM 87557-0880 


Thanks for the support. 
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- retaliation “Spilt Milk” style 


Readers of this paper will recall my arti- 
cle “Spilt Milk”, detailing human rights 
abuses at the Southern Ohio Correctional 
Facility (Luke) located in Locasville, OH, and 
how I was set up in retaliation for witnessing 
the beating of an inmate and writing about 
it. This retaliation was also due to working 
with my Brother, Little Rock Reed, in expos- 
ing the Ohio DOC’s instigation of the Easter 
1993 uprising here, resulting in an 11 day 
siege where 9 prisoners and 1 guard died. 


As a result, Ohio got the FBI to arrest 
Little Rock in New Mexico, on a Governor’s 
Warrant, and fabricated charges against me 
in order to place me in isolation. Your 
response to this setup, combined with my 
hunger strike, and a filing of a Motion for a 
Temporary Restraining Order with Federal 
Judge Arthur Spigal, resulted in a reversal of 
the infraction and my being released back 
into population. 

In the meantime, we assisted Little Rock 
by obtaining affidavits showing his life would 
be in danger if he was returned to Ohio, as 
well as providing him case law. 8th District. 
Federal Judge Nelson granted Little Rock’s 
Writ of Habeas Corpus, releasing him from 
custody, and declaring that Ohio prisoncrats 
acted illegally in obtaining Little Rock’s arrest 
in order to silence him from speaking out 
agalnst Ohio prison conditions, and agreeing 
that his life would be endangered if returned 
to Ohio!! I personally spoke to Little Rock on 
the day of his release. I have also been work- 
ing with our Brother Abd’al Bari, on coordi- 
nating efforts to monitor the Ohio Control 
Units and Super Max. Suddenly Abd’al was 
arrested on fabricated charges and the FBI 
accused him of plotting to break out prison- 
ers. The Peacenet shows increased activity in 
Ohio and Indiana of the Feds searching 
activists’ homes. 


Well, I writing this in the hold, being 





charged and convicted by the Rules 
Infraction Board of “conspiracy to convey 
drugs” and “possession of money”, and rec- 
ommended to go back to the Control Unit. 
The State Highway Patrol, Chief Investigator 
Ison, working with Lt. Schramm (same one 


-who was involved in the last set up — and a 


losing defendant in our lawsuit where we 
had Amnesty International investigate 
human rights violations at Luke) engineered 
this retaliatory set up. This time making the 
allegation that I “conspired” with a prison 
collaborator to smuggle drugs in — rather 
than out of prison. The collaborator then said 
I gave him $100 cash, while in the hole, to pur- 
chase a bag of coffee and 2 packs of ciga- 
rettes. The collaborator they’re using has 
been a known informant for 4 years — he tes- 
tified against 2 convicts in murder cases by 
using his paralegal title to gain information, 
then testified for the prosecution. His name 
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Prison News Service 





A call for urgent solidarity: 
Support George Skatzes, 
Lucasville Brothers spokesman 


On Easter Sunday, 1993, the Brothers 
confined to the Lucasville prison rose 
together and took control of the prison, due 
to the repressive conditions created by 

_ Warden Tate and his regime. During the ill- 
fated siege, broadcast on all stations, a 
brother then identified as “Inmate George” 
put his life on the line by walking into the 
muzzles of thousands of National Guard, 
State Highway Patrol and FBI weapons to 
relay a message to the media that Black, 
White and Chicano all stood united against 
their oppressors and the oppressive policies 
of Warden Tate, that it was nota racial thing, 
and that all wished for a peaceful end to the 
siege via negotiations, which the Depart- 
ment of Corrections was not engaged in. 


“Inmate George” was soon identified 
as Big George Skatzes, doing a life sentence 
for a murder that a private investigator 
announced on nationwide TV that she 
didn’t believe he had committed. After the 
siege, the guard-hostages publicly declared 
that it was Big George who did the most to 
ensure their safety while being held 
hostage. He was identified by the 
Department of Corrections as being a 
member of the Aryan Brotherhood. I don’t 
know about that, but I do know that Big 
George is a convict with honor and princi- 
ples, and his involvement was to try to 
calm mass hysteria, since he was an older 
convict who was well respected. 


Even though the guard-hostages 
praised Big George for keeping them safe, 
and trying to restore order from disorder, 
the Special Prosecutor has kept him and the 
other spokesman in complete isolation since 
the uprising, and has been fabricating false 
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prisoners, and allowing 


ello 
Chillicothe (Correctional Institution) prison 
guards to steal his regular and privileged 
Legal Mail, harass his wife both verbally 
and physically when she came to visit, and 
to use every form of torture and Behavior 


| Modification tactic known in order to break 


him, his wife and supporters. George and 
the other negotiators have been indicted for 
murder with death penalty specifications 
for the death of guard Robert 
Vallindingham because all but one refused 


is Robert Parks — everyone I know is hip to 


him. He’s working with prisoncrats in an 
effort to corroborate their charges against 
me. By saying the drugs were coming in this 
time, rather than going out, prisoncrats say 
they are using a different administrative reg- 
ulation that gives them more protection 
legally, or so they think. I was picked up the 
day after receiving a copy of Little Rock’s 
habeas decision. The day before, I was 
threatened by 2 different guards on separate 
occasions, so should have known something 
was coming. Prison Legal News, which just 
printed “Spilt Milk”, came out last week and 
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Columbus Of 45225 


| phone (614) 437-2771 Fax (614) 466-9004 ‘| 


to testify against the brothers inside. 


Chillicothe prison officials have been 
withholding George’s mail, but during the 
week of February 11, 1995, a letter dating 
back to November 1994 was received from 
George, stating that due to the constant 
harassment of his wife, interruption of his 
legal mail, and conditions of his confine- 
ment, he was starting a hungerstrike, as he 
could not prepare his defense against the 
railroad the State is running on him by 
charging him with murder. 


Jason Robb is the first Brother on trial 
now for the murder of Vallindingham. The 
State is purported to be trying George next. 


This is an urgent call for action, asking 
all of you to flood the governor’s office 
with calls, faxes and letters, as well as simi- 
lar protests to the Department of Rehabili- 
tation and Corrections (DRC) Director 
Reginald Wilkinson, demanding that 
George be transferred out of the North 
Hole at Chillicothe C.I., that they cease har- 
assing his wife, and that his regular and 
legal mail no longer be withheld, censored 
or destroyed. Further, ask that he be treated 
like the honorable man he is, so he may 
prepare his defense. DRC officials have 
admitted to the media that they have been 
censoring his “privileged attorney/client 
mail”; they were reprimanded for it, and a 
civil suit is pending on this. This Brother 
put his life on the line against oppression 
and is paying dearly for it. Your immediate 
help is vital. Call, fax or write: 


Governor George Voinovich — address below 


Director Reginald Wilkinson 
1050 Freeway Dr. N. #403 


Write letters of encouragement to George, 


urging him to stay strong and letting hime” 


know we care: 
George Skatzes #173-501 =" 


Box 5500 C.C.L 


Chillicothe OH 45601 


Remember Attica! Remember Santa Fe! 
Remember Lucasville! Support the Brothers! 


by a “Field Marshall” 


the article has been declared “inflammatory” 
at Lebanon Prison and here, as it was when 
Prison News Service printed it. So the arrival 
of PLN just fanned the flames of malcontent 
in the prisoncrats, precipitating this most 
recent string of reprisals. 


I reported long ago that Ohio has coor- 
dinated efforts with local and national law 
enforcement agencies to label us as “Security 
Threat Groups”, as well as placing this label 
on those they say are gang members. It’s 
obvious that they are working closely with 
the FBI and coordinating efforts to suppress 
our legitimate and legal activities to monitor 
Control Units, write informative articles on 
what is happening inside our gulags, and 
going all out to wage war on our activists. 
Little Rock is free, and that pissed them (pris- 
oncrats) off!!! 


So, here I sit. My attorneys are not 
enthused about moving for another transfer. 
I have asked for an Out of State Transfer to 
Monroe Reformatory in WA state per the 
Interstate Compact. I urse all of you to fax, 
call and write Governor Voinovich and urge 
him to transfer me per the Interstate 
Compact, and release me from isolation: < 


Governor George Voinovich 

Vern Rifle Center 

77 Sough High St., 30th FI. 

Columbus, OH 43266-0601 

Ph: (614) 466-3555, Fax (614) 466-9354 


. John Perotti # 167712 - 


Box 45699 
Lucasville OH 45699 
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A call to action 


Clenched-fist salutes, 


Before I begin on this journey I would 
like to pay tribute to all de Brothas/Sistas 
that finds themselves fighting this war 
against de oppressor and a shout goes out 
to all de New Afrikans on Indiana State 
Prison’s death row. On December 8, 1994, 
the agents of Kolonial oppression willingly 
and intentionally murdered Gregory 
“Ajamu” Resnover even though it was 
clearly understood this man deserved 
another trial. We all had a chance to witness 
for ourselves what lies ahead for us this 
year. KKKolonial politics and its enforcers 
are running scared and plan to intensify its 
repression. As our comrade Mumia Abu- 
Jamal said, we are living in the age of death. 
We must begin to seize the time and move 
with destiny at our back. I’ve also learned 
that de brotha Tommy Smith (Ziyon) is 
coming closer to [his execution] date. If all 
our revolutionary organizations don’t act to 
save this brotha’s life. kkkolonialism and 
racist politics will gain another foot and 


. remove another link that connects our train 


to a socialist revolution. Assist Ziyon now! 


The condition at the kkkolonial-con- 
trolled koncentration kkkamp at Michigan 


. City, IN has been real intense. Five days 


after de execution of Ajamu, one of their 
neo-colonial fascist agents was put to sleep 
(Dec. 13, 1994). I was placed under investi- 
gation and eventually charged for the mur- 
der of the pig. De enemy-controlled media 
has said it was a retaliation for their injus- 
tice against our comrade Ajamu’s murder. 
The powers that be plan to make an exam- 
ple out of me and this case. We recognize 
the fear that is ever-present in the hearts 


"and souls of the colonialist. It’s clear: they 
ee have waged A Dia) LO..SDeCC 


DOC execu- 
caval AP UE E A 


-tions of death row prisoners, yet they claim | $ 
~~ to be in complete control. Dialectics has 


taught me that the balance of power can’t 


exist in their hands for long; history ensures 


us a definite victory. As we know, the fight 
for justice and equality is not an individual 


one; it’s a collective one. I plan to wage 
struggle for my life in this murder case 
against de agent and my only hope for vic- 
tory is through togetherness, unity and de 
people's full support. It is clear that our 
enemy has plans to lynch me at the trial, 
but with the Afrikan Spirits of our ancestors 
at my back and broad-based support from 
de people and self-determination, we can 
win. The forces of oppression are masters of 
deception, and although they may control 
all the means of production and distribu- 
tion, it is all run by fear. This fear led them 
them to kill Ajamu and it will lead them to 
kill Ziyon and Khalfani Khaldun if the peo- 
ple don’t stop ‘em. 





Indiana 7 on a killing spree: stop them before they kill again 


The revolutionary/ political prisoners 
who may read this letter, please, the time is 
now to connect yourself closely to de peo- 
ple. We are targets for extermination this 
year, ain't no turning back. De struggle con- 
tinues and the fire in the belly of de beast is 
as strong as ever. Indiana Department of 
Corrections has recently, through its 
assigned investigators, begun a COINTEL- 
PRO network. Their whole plan is to com- 
pletely disconnect all existing revolutionary 
groups that have been agitating, educating 
and organizing. They are focusing primari- 
ly on the leadership; this is on the rise. I’ve 
borne witness to this and have been a vic- 
tim of its plots. However, de beat goes on. 


As | write this note from my cell in 
Westville, the agents of repression are rid- 


_ ing down on some young New Afrikan. My 


isolaton leaves me 
helpless to assist him, 
yet I will help this 
brotha and encourage 
him to remain a man. 
They want to break 
de man yet I see the 
fire of resistance in 
the young blood. 
He'll be okay. We will 
have our day when 
all de exploited, op- 
pressed nations of the 
world will crush de 
enemy into de 
ground. During chat- 
tel slavery times, de 
European decreed 


no rights he should 
respect. We can in 
turn say we respect 
no “laws” de oppres- 
sors pass. People’s 
justice must have its 
day. I’m asking for 


port to fight in the 
Kolonial arena that’s 
founded on racist 
politics/white 
supremacy. Strength 
is Ours and victory is 





Now is the time to act to save 
the life of Ziyon Yisrayah 


Ajamu Nassor (s/n Gregory Resnover) 
was brutally murdered by the State of 
Indiana on December 8, 1994. If we do not 
act now Ziyon Yisrayah (s/n Tommie 
smith) will be brutally murdered as well. 


On December 11, 1980 a pre-dawn raid 
on the home of Ziyon and Ajamu left one 
wounded and one dead man. The wounded 
man was Ziyon, who along with Ajamu 
was politically active, and had a history of 
exchanges with the local police because of 
their stand against social injustices perpe- 
trated against blacks. The dead man was a 
white police officer who had participated in 
the raid. 


It was determined at the time that the 
police officer had been shot in the back, and 
that the bullet that killed him did not come 
from one of the two guns within the house, 
which were fired in self-defense. Until he 
was shot the officer had been facing the 
defendants. Clearly he was killed by some- 
one behind him, and only the police were in 
that position. The men and women in the 
house were asleep when the police kicked 
in their door, threw tear gas inside — set- 
ting the couch in the corner of the front 
room on fire — Rambo-ing and Waco-ing 
their way in, indiscriminately firing on any- 


thing inside with the obvious intent to kill. | 


A-No-Knock-Murder-Plan-That-Failed. 


Due to legal incompetence, collusion, | 


or any of the other shenanigans to which 


poor, black defendants are subjected to in 
court with state assigned public defenders 
misrepresenting them, Ziyon and Ajamu 
were condemned to be executed. The evi- 
dence that would have absolved them of 
this death was either suppressed, ignored, 
or overlooked by the parties bent on malice 
and wrongful revenge. This whole event 
was clearly a police cover-up. The evidence 
that was presented at their appeals trials 
was ruled inadmissable, since under 
Indiana law, any evidence which was 
obtainable by using “due diligence” before 
the original trial cannot be used at a later 
date. The courts cared less that two inno- 
cent men were being railroaded and sent to 
the electric chair. These men had one “pub- 
lic offender” who was an alcoholic, and an 
appeals lawyer who never even bothered to 
go to meet her client. Necessary willing wit- 
nesses were not called to testify, lies were 
made and accepted in the court room, the 
holes in the prosecution’s case were never 
questioned. The court, by following its let- 
ter-of-the-law rules in the technical aspects 
of the case, overrode the consciences, and 
moral duty of the people who had adminis- 
tered the death...A horrifying, barbaric 
death blow yielded in the most possible 
bloodthirsty way through execution...by a 
cold blooded system which now has the 
blood of an innocent man on its hands. ~ 


Many individuals and organizations 





waited until the last minute to try to save 
the life of Ajamu Nassor, but the Human 
Rights Coalition of Indiana based in South 
Bend, Indiana, along with some others, 
have been fighting for the lives of Ajamu 
and Ziyon for many years — And the fight 
continues!!! Now is the time to act to save 
the life of Ziyon Yisrayah (s/n Tommie 
Smith). This is the legacy Ajamu left to all 
of us...and it must be done now!! Send 
donations for legal fees to: 


Human Rights Coalition of Indiana 
508 E. Corby Blvd 
South Bend, IN 46617. 


Make checks out to the director: V. 
Burns, HRC of IN. Recruit comrades, fami- 
ly, friends and associates to write letters to 
Governor Bayh and demand that he exer- 
cise his authority to provide Ziyon with a 
new trial, so the evidence which will exon- 
erate him can be introduced and accepted. 
Tell Governor Bayh he was responsible for 
the death of an innocent man. Tell him to 
stop the legal lynching now or to resign 
from office. Tell him to either use his power 
of clemency or forfeit it. 


. Evan Bayh — Office of the Governor 


The State House 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Phone: 317-232-4567. Fax: 317-232-3443 


From: Brew City Anti-authoritarian. Collective 


(see address back page). 


that de Afrikan had. 


only certain when guided by de people. My 
comradely love goes out to Shaka Skakur 
for his promise of support. Destroy the 
death penalty. eo 


Khalfani X. Khaldun #874304 
(s/n. Leonard McQuay) 

Box 473 

Westville IN 46891 


Artists 
this issue 


Cover - Kolai Faumi 
page 6 - Robert Knott 
page 8 (top) Lone Wolf (P. Ortega) 
page 8 - Glen Sweet 

_ page 12 - P. Collins 
page 13 - Foo Chee Seng 
page 18 - Hawk 
page 7 - Tom Silverstein 


We have held onto some good 
graphics waiting for the appropriate 
article to go with them. If you draw, 
consider sending us some of your 
work. We will return original drawings 

_on request. Black and white is best; 
blue ink is hard to reproduce, but not 
impossible. The better the contrast, the 
better the reproduction. on newsprint. 
We are able to use photo copies even if 
the reproduction isn’t the best. Send 
artwork to our Station “A” mailbox. 
(see page 17 for our ad.) Artwork not 
listed above is either from the big 
media, from old alternative papers, or 

the artist can’t be determined. 


bimonthly, except for July/August. It is 
edited by the Bulldozer collective and 
published by PSC Publishers. All let- 
ters, articles, artwork, subscription 
requests, etc. should be sent to: 

Prison News Service 

P.O. Box 5052, Stn A 

Toronto, Ont 

Canada M5W 1W4 


Subscriptions: 

Non-prisoners — $10.00/6 issues. 

More if you can, less if you can’t 
Institutions $25.00/Yr. 

All American subscriptions payable in 
American dollars. Make checks payable 
to PSC Publishers or Bulldozer. 
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Ohio Control Unit monitoring program: 





We are all aware of the proliferation of 
the growing cancer called Control Units. 
National focus has been on Pelican Bay CA, 
Marion IL, Florence CO, and Westville IN. 
But it’s important to realize that almost all 
U.S. gulags have control units — usually 
titled “administrative control”, “administra- 
tive segregation”, or “local control”. All are 
isolation blocks, labelled as “administrative” 
for the sake of litigation — but all are defi- 
nitely punitive segregation. A National 
Control Unit Monitoring Program has been 
instituted and sponsored by Dr. Corey 
Weinstein and Bonnie Kerness of AFSC. The 
Anarchist Black Cross and CURE have taken 
positive roles also. In Ohio, we have a group 
of progressives, anarchists, and activists 
attending Oberlin College who are building 
a solid political platform with the Ohio pris- 
oners, and attempting to network into a- 






































coalition with all Ohio activists and groups. 


Jana Schroeder, the head of the Dayton 
AFSC Criminal Justice Program, in coalition 
with other Ohio activists, will be establish- 
ing contact with any Ohio prisoner who is 
politically and socially active. Anyone who 
has been the victim of control units, has 
friends or family who have been victimized 
by these units, and those criminal justice 
groups outside, are urged to contact: 


Jana Schroeder c/o AFSC, 

915 Salem Ave. 

Dayton, OH 45406 

to assist in monitoring human rights viola- 
tions in the control units, as well as actively 
organizing against them and the proposed 
SuperMax the DOC wants to build. 
Prisoners will be matched up with outside 
activists, and eventually establish public 





ronn 


Control Unit Prisons 


The ione is a tentative statement 
of purpose and definition for the National 
Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons. 
As soon as it is finalized, the project will 
be officially “kick off”. Plans are also 
being made for a Gathering in 
Washington, D.C. on July 16 to 17 as part 
of the campaign. The first day would be 
the taking of testimony on control units 
from ex-prisoners and prisoners (via writ- 
ings, and, if possible, audio and video 
tape) and others on the impact and ramifi- 
cations of control units. Details will be 
coming shortly. 


By the time this gets inside, it may be 
too late to have input into the definition 
and statement of purpose, but comments 
can be sent to: 


Corey Weinstein 
Pelican Bay Information Project 
2489 Mission St. #28 

- San Francisco CA 94110 


Statement of Purpose: 


Control Units lie at the heart of the bur- 
geoning use of imprisonment. These high-tech 
“prisons within prisons” are built to control 
convicts in every way possible. The effects of 
Control Units reach from the prison to the 
community. They are a means of political, eco- 
nomic and social control of the whole class of 
oppressed and disenfranchised people, espe- 





cially African, Lano and indigenous people 
who are disproportionately their victims. The 
National Campaign to Stop Control Unit 
Prisons believes that these torture chambers 
must be shut down. As a network of individu- 
als and organizations, both in and outside 
prison walls, we are engaged in data collection, 
education, fostering public awareness and 
action to put an end to the human rights abus- 
es occurring daily in Control Units. 


Definition: 

Control Units go beyond the usual 
constraints of even maximum security 
prisons in an attempt to defeat revolution- 
ary attitudes, prisoner organization and 
militancy, jailhouse legal and administra- 
tive challenges, and anything else prison 
administrators deem objectionable. 


While conditions vary from prison to 
prison, the goal of these units is always to 
cause spiritual, psychological and physical 
breakdown of the prisoners. Included in 
the oppressive conditions are: 


* years of isolation from both prison 


and outside communities while being 
housed in solitary or small group iso- 
lation (celled 22.5 hours/day) 


denial of access to educational, reli- 
gious or work programs 


physical torture such as forced cell 


Rene, 


outside support and inside reports 


and prisoner education programs. 


The Office of Criminal Justice Services 
just issued a report on “The State of Crime 
and Criminal Justice in Ohio.” Over 100,000 
Ohio citizens are under a criminal sanction 
of prison, jail, parole, and probation. One of 
the most interesting aspects of this study is 
how the politicians claim they don’t need a 
survey of Ohio citizens attitudes concerning 
crime and criminal justice. They (politicians) 
state that the system is soft on crime, there 
needs to be more prisons, and other rhetoric 
that all politiciats are spouting following 
the hype of the War on Crime. Contrary to 
the politicians’ beliefs, research has indica- 
ted that key decision makers often misread 
citizens attitudes. Surveys in Ohio show that 
most Ohio citizens are favorably disposed to 
restitution, community service programs, 
and other alternatives rather than prison 

terms, and building 

more prisons. The 

i survey shows by an 

Oe 8-1 ratio that pro- 
43 grams which empha- 
a 5 sis preventing young 


Be as people from becom- 
one ing criminals are a 
ee better crime control 
pee investment than 


severe punishment-of 
criminal behavior. So 
who are our Ohio 

aos politicians represent- 
eee S p ing with all all their 
ee strict legislation and 





tences and more pris- 
ons? They’re not rep- 
resenting the People, 
and this is why we 
-need to o zar ize Our 
people outside — 
because these are 
supposed to be our 
representatives. 


If they are not in 
touch with the 


FROM inside THE Dy Ve kon 


National Campaign to Stop 


extractions, four-point restraint and 
hogtying, caging, beating after 
restraint, back room beatings and set- 
up fights 


mental torture such as sensory depri- 
vation, forced idleness, verbal harass- 
ment, mail tampering, disclosing con- 
fidential information, confessions 
forced under torture and threats 
against family and visitors 


denial of access to medical and psy- 
chiatric care 


Prisoners are placed in Control Units 
for administrative and/or discipli- 
nary reasons. The classification hear- 
ings, if they occur at all, can only be 
called a “kangaroo court” at which 
the prisoner is denied due process. 


Various names are assigned to 
Control Unit: Adjustment Center, Security 
Housing Unit, Maximum Control 
Complex, Administrative Maximum (Ad- 
Max), Special Housing Unit, Intensive 
Management Unit, etc. While every prison 


has Administrative Segregation cells (Ad- 


Seg) used for holding prisoners in short- 
term discipline or protective custody, 
Control Units are used for long-term pun- 
ishment and campaigns against many 
prisoner groups and activities. 


call for stiffer sen- 


People, what is motivating them? Could it 
be the Service Industry within the prisons? 
Prisons are major industries, but aren't our 
politicians supposed to represent the public, 
not just industry? To obtain a copy of the 
report, write: 


Jeffrey J. Knowles, Section Chief 

Office of Criminal Justice Services 

400 East Tower St., Suite 120 

Columbus, OH 43215 

phone (614) 466-7782, fax (614) 466-0308 


Let the politicians know they are mis- 
reading Ohio citizens. 


My activist nature got me placed back 
in the control unit. Just today, two guards 
beat a prisoner who they suspected of hav- 
ing contraband (wine) in his cell. Contrary 
to policy and common sense, the guards had 
this prisoner’s door opened and beat this 
prisoner who offered no resistance. All 
because they thought he had homemade 
Wine in his cell. An offense like this sup- 
posed to be dealt with by writing a conduct 
report up on the prisoner. Guards are not 
supposed to open a control unit prisoner’s 
door for a search without having that pris- 
oner handcuffed. If force is going to be used 
on a prisoner a supervisor is supposed to be 
called, the incident videotaped, and the pris- 
oner cuffed. It is this continuous and blatant 
use of unnecessary force and inappropriate 
supervision that was one of the 21 points 
brought up and agreed to be stopped when 
the Lucasville Brothers surrendered after the 
Easter 1993, 11 day uprising. So it’s back to 
business as usual here at Southern Ohio 
Correctional Facility (Lucasville). So ir 
for the DOC’s agreement to abide by the 
points perotiated ae pe a 
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Another abuse fostered = Unit 
Management is the use of informants and P 
prisoner collaborators to set up and entrā | 
prisoners. One of the most blatantarid noto- 
rious collaborators I’ve seen isa prisoner 
named Robert Parks, who claims to be a 
paralegal, then uses the information he 
obtains through deception to testify against 
prisoners on murder cases, institutional 
infractions, as well as against guards. SOCF 
prisoncrats allow him to maintain his stable 
of homosexuals (I use this term loosely — | 
he takes advantage of young, trusting pris- 
oners who are locked down, depressed, 
without access to cigarettes, coffee, etc. and 
befriends them by supplying these items, 
then tricks or forces them to engage in sex 
to “repay” him) around him, have consen- 
tual sex (both strictly forbidden by the 
prison administration), deal drugs, and vio- 
late prison rules and state law. He actually 
orders the Chief Investigator not to perform 
urinalysis tests on his “stable” and associ- 
ates. In exchange, he works with the Chief 
Investigator to set up prisoners, while he 
remains infraction free. 


Even the prisoners in the Control Units 
and SuperMax prisons that have national 
focus on them are allowed radio, TV, and 
commissary purchases — since the long 
term isolation alone is reserved for special 
punishment. But here in Ohio we spend 
years in control units denied all personal 
property, commissary, radio, TV, etc. 
Commissary purchases are limited to once a 
month and only include paper, envelopes, 
pencils. Ohio is breeding a hate factory in 
their control units, and it’s time for change! 
Contact Jana Schroeder and organize 
against this disease. When prisoners are 
treated like animals, they'll eventually act 
like animals. Remember Attica, Remember 
Santa Fe, Remember Lucasville!!! co 


Hostage in the cesspool of Ohio 


John Perotti #167712 
Box 45699 
Lucasville OH 45699 
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I titled this letter “The Twin” because 
that is where it comes from, the twin or 
exact replica of the now infamous Pelican 


Bay Security Housing Unit (SHU) in 


California. Indiana’s second supermax is — 


designed as an exact likeness of Pelican 
Bay’s SHU, as well as having many of the 


same inhumane policies and procedures for. 


the running of this unit that were issues in 
the suit recently ruled on in California. 


Indiana’s Secure Housing Unit (SHU) 
opened during the last week of December 
1993. The SHU is part of the Wabash Valley 
Correctional Institute (WVCI) which 
opened in December 1992. SHU has a 
capacity of 288 prisoners; currently approxi- 
mately 200 are imprisoned here. 


The conditions, polices and procedures 
are inhumane and in direct violation of the 
Sth amendment. Among the cruelest com- 
mon practices here in the SHU are EXCES- 
SIVE use of chemical sprays and physical 
force by custody staff for the most minor 
rule violations, for example, rattling a cell 
door, refusing to shower due to deviant 
behavior of staff, using profane language 
towards staff often after staff members pro- 
voke prisoners, etc.. Prisoners are often tied 
down spread-eagled to beds in four-way 
restraints as a form of punishment, suppos- 
edly for “security” or because “the prisoner 
was a threat to himself.” Men are arbitrarily 
placed on “strip cell status” and left in a cell 
with nothing but shorts and a mattress. 
They are not allowed visits, phone calls or 
mail “privileges,” and therefore are cut off 
from all outside contact. Psychotropic drugs 
are handed out like candy to little children 
without regard for the prisoner’s true need 
of psychiatric help. It is also common prac- 


The Twin Monster 


physical force. These actions by custody 
staff are often justified by falsisfied conduct 


reports and records which the administra- 


tive supervisors accept. 


The grievance system inside SHU and 
outside the institution is a complete failure. 


_ It is merely more “administrative red tape” 


tice here in the SHU to administer psy-_ 


_ chotropic drugs against a prisoner’s will 


while he is restrained or under the threat of 


— 





we must cut through when seeking redress. 
Prisoners have filed literally thousands of 
grievances which have failed to alleviate 
even one minor problem. For example, I 
have filed numerous grievances on Officer 
Serge for such things as threats of violence 
against me, harassment, and twice after he 
confiscated my legal papers and documents 
during cell searches, but none of the griev- 
ances were successful in ending the actions 
of Officer Serge. 


There are numerous other problems 
and dire conditions we prisoners at the 
WVCI-SHU face on a daily basis, that as of 
today (2-20-95) there is no redress for. 


‘These conditions and treatments of 
prisoners have been the cause of extreme 
mental breakdowns of prisoners within the 
confines of the SHU. Recently a prisoner 
(Michael Cope), who was in the cell next to 
mine, performed several acts of self-mutila- 
tion by placing objects up inside his penis 
and rectum that had to be removed in a 
hospital, leaving him with medical prob- 
lems that for the most part have gone unat- 
tended, as have his psychiatric problems. 
This prisoner has been in four-way 
restraints for the past seven days. He is let 
up once every six hours for 15 minutes, so 
out of the last 168 hours he has spent 161 
tied to a bed, ina drug-induced stupor. 


Other prisoners have cut their wrists, 
drunk poisonous chemicals, and stabbed 
themselves. Some due to mental disorders, 
some in protest of the conditions, and some 
because they would rather die than go on in 
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Prisoners across the country have been 
complaining of torture and beatings in the 
control units for many years. For the most 
part these complains have been ignored, 
and the use of control units has been greatly 
expanded. Every prison in Ohio has a con- 
trol unit, and soon will have a super maxi- 
mum security prison, which will be one 
large control unit. 


A control unit is where prisoners are 
confined to cells for months and even years 
as punishment. Control units are often 
referred to as a “House of Pain” because of 
the beatings and torture. 


_ A few months ago two Lucasville, 
Ohio prisoners won a lawsuit against 
guards who handcuffed them behind their 
backs and beat them with fists and night 
sticks. Such beatings inflict a tremendous 
amount of pain, and sometimes result in 
death. These beatings are more severe than 
the beating Rodney King received, and 
being handcuffed behind their back renders 
them utterly defenseless. To beat a person 
in such a fashion required a degree of bru- 
tality that is hard to imagine. 


In the case at Lucasville two guards 
were actually involved in beating the pris- 
oners while four other guards stood by and 
watched. The two guards were convicted of 
disorderly conduct and received a $100.00 
fine and were fired from their jobs. During 
the trial, ex-guard Ron Tawney admitted 
that “attitude adjustments are standard 
operating, procedure to control macho 
inmates.” So it’s not an isolated incident as 
prison officials claim, but is in fact “stan- 
dard operating procedure” and these beat- 
ings which they call “attitude adjustments” 


occur frequently. 


How can such beatings and torture 








take place in a civilized society? For a 
nation that is in an uproar: over violence in 
our streets, it seems strange that the public 
is silent and indifferent to the violence 
being perpetrated on prisoners by guards. | 


The public’s silence and indifference 
has been taken by guards and prison offi- 
cials as a sign of acceptance, that “attitude 
adjustments” are an admissible form of dis- 
cipline. Law enforcement agencies have also 
sensed this public consent, and that is why 
they can’t muster much enthusiasm to bring 
felony charges against other officers when 
the victim is a convicted prisoner. How can 
Our society condemn violence in the streets, 
but allow violence by its public servants? 


There was a great public outcry when 
the Lucasville prisoners rebelled. Where was 
the public outcry when guards were beating 
prisoners to death? The people were out- 
raged at the death of a guard during the riot, 
but when a prisoner was handcuffed, beaten 
to the floor and died from having a guard 
stomp on his throat, crushing his windpipe, 
the public was silent and indifferent. The 
beatings will continue to be standard oper- 
ating procedure in the control units as long 
as the public remains indifferent. 


Our society can no longer claim that it 
has been unaware of the torture taking 
place in the control units. It’s a matter of 
public record, and it will continue as long as 
the public allows it,‘-and will be used more 
often as a form of control and discipline as 
time goes on without public protest, This is 
the ultimate in the nation’s “get tough on 
crime” policy. Beatings and torture, even 
death! œ 


Dan Cahill #251-641] 
P.O. Box 56 : 
Lebanon, OH 45036 
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these conditions. The common, and thus far 
only solution of custodial and medical staff, 
is to physically restrain and medicate these 
prisoners into stupors. 


It is these problems and human rights 
violations that have pushed me onto my 
mission of seeking an end to the dire condi- 
tions by all means available to me — to cre- 
ate a change in the policies and procedures 
and treatment of prisoners here in the SHU. 
The Indiana Department of Corrections 
(IDOC) has already been involved in one 
major class action suit in 1992 due to the 


-same type of conditions and treatment of 


prisoners at the Maximum Control Com- 
plex (MCC) in Westville Indiana. The court 
ruled in favour of the prisoners on February 
15, 1994. However, on September 27, 1994 
the plaintiffs in that action were forced to 
file a motion asking the court to hold the 
defendants (MCC and IDOC) in contempt 
of court, which reads in part: “The imple- 
mentation of the agreed entry has been a 
disaster. In fact, in some instances the MCC 
has implemented new rules directly cir- 
cumventing the mandates of the Agreed 
Entry. While we acknowledge and appreci- 


ate the efforts of defense counsel to negoti- - 


ate the Agreed Entry, we are disappointed, 
to say the least, with obstacles the MCC 
management has erected to frustrate the 
terms of the court’s order.” MCC manage- 
ment is the IDOC acting through the MCC 
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staff and administration. This order was 
seven months and 11 days old at the time of 
the motion for contempt. This is a prime 
example of the uphill battle we here in the 
WVCI SHU are now facing, and the reason 
we need your support.” 


If you are interested in more details of 
the conditions and human rights violations 
here in the SHU, or in joining our struggle, 
please contact me. 


I am also including the addresses of the 
superintendent, the IDOC Commissioner, 
and the Governor. Your letters of support 
will be appreciated by all of us. œ% 


Thanks from the prisoners of WVCI- 
SHU. 


Ted (T]) Lee Jr. #932946 
WVCI-SHU A-4-102 
P.O. Box 1111 

Carlisle, Indiana 47838 


IDOC Commissioner Christian H. De Bruyn 


~ Indiana Government Center South 


302 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


Governor Evan Bahy 

206 State House 

200 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


Superintendent Craig Hanks WVCI 
P.O. Box 500 
Carlisle, Indiana 47838 
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“U HAVE THE RIGHT 


To BOW To US" 


New HIV/AIDS project in CA 


The HIV/AIDS in Prison Project, being 
initiated by the East Bay Catholic Charities, 
will focus on building a coalition including 
prisoners and their families, prison adminis- 
trators, legal and medical advocates, AIDS 
service provides and activists. The Project 
will: assist prisoners wishing to start or are 
currently engaged in peer education pro- 
grams on HIV/AIDS issues; work to win 
support for these programs among correc- 


tional administrators; initiate and work to 


support the passage of an effective compas- 
sionate release bill; and try to get the 
California DoC to change its regulations 
that discriminate against prisoners with 


AIDS/HIV. There will be a special focus on 
the needs of women with HIV/AIDS. 


The best news is that the project will be 
headed by Judy Greenspan who has 
worked on AIDS-related prison issues for a 
long time and is a key member of the 
Coalition to Support Women Prisoners at 
Chowchilla. No doubt much good will 
come from her efforts. Write to: 


HIV/AIDS in Prison Project 

c/o Catholic Charities 

433 Jefferson St 

Oakland CA 94607 

Ph (510) 834-5656 (no collect calls) 
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The beat of 
the drum 


rivers and the mountains of this land ... in the wind we hear their cries and in the 
silent places we touch their souls ... The beat of the drum is the pulse of our people! 


We share the spirits of our brothers, the winged brothers, our fined brothers, 
the two-legged, the four-legged, those that crawl on and in the breast of our 
Mother Earth. Thru our communion with the spirits of all our brothers, carried on 
the wings of the Eagle, we speak to our creator the Great Spirit, Wanken Tanka ... 
The beat of the drum is the pulse of our people! 


We are “The People”, the children of our Mother Earth. We are the spirits of 
the night, we are the warriors in the fight. We are the keepers of the Pipe and the 
dancers of the Sun. We are the Native Americans, hear our hearts ... The beat of the 


drum ts the pulse of our people! 


| Thru our ceremonies we bring honor to all things great and small. Thru our 
suffering we give thanks to those that came before us and hope to those who will 


follow. Thru our struggles we grow strong as we prepare to fight against the wrong 
... [he beat of the drum is the pulse of our people! 


They say a Red-man is a dangerous weapon for they fear our straight tongue 
and our strong hearts. They say our time is past for they fear they future. They say 
our people are weak for they fear our strength. They say our words are wrong for 
they fear the truth! ... The beat of the drum is the pulse of our people! 


They deny us our land, they deny us our culture, they deny us our ancient tra- 
ditions. They deny us our ceremonies, they deny us our rights, and they deny us 
our freedom; but they will never deny us our hearts and our spirit! Stay strong my 
brothers ... for The beat of the drum is the pulse of our people! 


Mitakuye Oyasin 

Michael Esperanza 

A Brother of ti:2 Cloud People 
LAO TEC 


support 


Native prisoners in nearly every fed- 
eral and state prison in the United States 
are struggling for religious fredom in one 

way or another. In some prisons, virtually 
every outward expression of religious 
freedom is prohibited under pain of 
extended punishment, solitary confine- 
ment, and even brutal beatings. In other 
prisons, while it appears on the surface 
that the native men and women are 
afforded adequate opportunity to prac- 


: Thank you, a 
tice their beliefs, they are nevertheless eR Red 
subjected to discrimination that other eth- 
Richard Ortega #198907 Murphy Thomas 118854 ` John Boroughs #860453 
MCC Box 500 P.O. Box 10 OID P.O. Box 30 38 3] 
Boydton VA 23917-0500 Stillwater, MN 55082-0010 Pendleton IN 46064 
Doak Wellington #728 Eldred Iron Moccasin - Jon Mareska # 52446 
Box 500 AZ-14 P.O. Box 5911 P.O. Box 311 
Appleton, MN 56208 Sioux Falls, SD 57117 EI Dorado KS 67042 
David Wolf Walker Matt Hansen 15784 Michaele Belaire # 59924 
Box 131 Utah State Prison P.O. Box 546 Norton C.F. 
Cherry Creek, NY 14723 P.O. Box 250 Norton KS 67654-0546 
Glenn Edward Seeley Draper UT 82020 David Allen Castillo 770 
P.O. Box 369 Luis Rodruiguez C 33000 Ellis One Unit 
Springfield, SD 5/062 Box 7500 D-5-217 Huntsville TX 77343 
Jon Knarr B2-0473 Crescent City CA 95932 Edmond H. Willis # 466282 
RD #10, Box 10 Alex Montana #448568 P.O. Box 32 Walls Unit 
Greensburg PA 15601 3001 S. Emily Dr. Huntsville TX 77348 
John Blackburn #229-259 Bago iol Robert Golden # 607915 
_ 30420 Revells Neck Rd. La Vern Rogers #40256 Rt 4 Box 1200 
Westover, MD 21871 Box 900-I Rosharon TX 77583 
Richard Patterson #93 B 0943  >#UTtevant WIO3177 Dewson T Pandoah # 285746 
P.O. Box 104 Scott Dominy #84 B 1916 WA State Prison 
Soneya NY 14556-0001 P.O. Box 4580 - P.O. Box 520 IMU - E -06 
“Charles Renchenski Rome NY 13442 Walla Walla WA 99362 
1100 Pike St AP 8124 Les Pewo #204 634 Michael Esperanza #4152815 
Huntingdon PA 16654-1112 P.O. Box 1368 2605 State St. 
Edward B. Jenkins E 60350 Mansfield OH 44901 Salem, OR 87310 
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The beat of the drum is the pulse of our 
people: Thru our songs we speak the 
words of our spirit and open the 
souls of the Native American people. 
We have walked this land since the 
beginning and the spirits of our 
ancestors dwell among the trees, the 


ee 


Bo 


nic groups simply do not experience. 
Below are some names and addresses of 
contact persons for Native prisoner- 
groups who need outside support. Please 
write to the one nearest you and find out 
how you can help. You might not have 
much to offer beyond a letter of encour- 
agement and support — but even that can 
change someone’s life by giving them 
hope. 
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in loving memory 


of Mark W. 
McAdams Sr. 


Indians are like the weather, when . 


storms are predicted, the sun shines; when 


picnic weather is announced, the rain 


begins. Likewise, if you can count on the 
unpredictability of Indian people, you will 
never be sorry. 


One of the finest things about being an 
Indian is that people are always interested 
in you and your plight. Other groups have 
difficulties, predicaments, quandaries, 
problems and troubles. Traditionally, we 
Indians have had a plight. Our foremost 
plight is our transparency. People can tell 
just by looking at us what we want, what 
should be done to help us, how we 
fee], and what a “real” Indian is like. 


Indian life, as it relates to the 
“real” world, is a continuous 
attempt not to disappoint people 
who know us. Unfulfilled expecta- 
tions cause grief, and we have 
already had out share... 


It becomes impossible to tell 
truth from fiction, fact from mythol- 
ogy. “Experts” paint us as the would 
like us to be. Often we paint our- 
selves as wish we were, or we might. 
have been. 


The more we try to be our- 
selves, the more we are forced to 
defend what we have never been. 
The American public feels most 
comfortable with the mythic stereo- 
typical Indians who were always 
there. These Indians are fierce, they 
wear feathers and grunt. Most of us 
don’t fit this idealized figure, since 
we only grunt when overeating, 
which is seldom. © 






-eyes of our Creator, and so meant to be. 


Prison News Service 


Pulling time for 
what was once 
an honor 


Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 


I would like to take this time to thank 
our Bro Little Rock Reed for giving me the 
opportunity to send word out, and over the 
walls to my downed Brothers and Sisters. 


Once again the Whiteman has taken us 
out of our Sacred Circle of Life and placed 
us in these little concrete and steel squares. 
Sounds to me like the same thing our old 
ones went through when they were forced 
out of the lodges and into government 
houses. 


Some of us are pulling time for what 
Was once an honor. Now it is a crime. 
Times change, and those days are lost. 
What is not lost, but I fear could be, is our 
religions. Right now I am the sweat lodge 
leader for three units — max, medium and 
minimum security — of the Wyoming 
prison system in Rawlins. I’m also the 
Indian club president here on the max 
yard. 


Unity is what I stress to all my broth- 
ers here. This is the hardest life for any 
Native American to live, as it is not our 
way to be confined. We are a free people. 
Let it be known, the Man can lock us up in 
body, but never in Spirit. 


I conduct sweat lodge ceremonies 
every Friday from 6:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
The fourth door is always for our Brothers 
and Sisters who don’t yet have a lodge or 
cannot for some reason attend. 


Any time is a good time to pray, as is 
anywhere. I have sung my songs and 
offered my payers from solitary (the hole). 
Yes. | know in my heart that I was heard by. 
our Creator. We are a humble people in the 
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we are entering the womb of our Mothe 
again. [he hot steam off the Little 
Grandfathers (rocks) is the very breath of 
our Mother purifying our bodies, hearts 
and spirit. ze 

So remember, my Brothers and Sisters, 
the Man may hold us in body, but our spir- 
its are forever free to roam with our Brother 
the Eagle as he carries our prayers to our 
Creator. 


If any of my Brothers and Sisters have 
any comments or need to talk through the 
mail, I always have an open ear and speak 
from my heart. 


Ha-Ho 


Lynn McAdams ( Eastern Shoshone) 
P.O. Box 400 - #16471 


Rawlins, WY 82301-0400 














- addressed to 
_ KKKriminal Justice and to top administra- 


Prison News Service 
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Worse criminals 


run amok 


A news report from Standing Deer 


The Texas prison system is reverting to 
the bad old days when guards brutalized 
and murdered prisoners with impunity. This 
story is just breaking (written in January.) 
and facts are hard to come by. What I report 
here has been gleaned from two stories from 
the Houston Chronicle by Kathy Walt; an 
internal memo by John F. McAuliffe, director 
of the prison cystm’s Internal Affairs 
Division; and personal interviews with peo- 
ple who were there. McAuliffe’s memo is 
dated December 1, 1994. 


Four Texas prisons are involved in the 
Internal Affairs probe in which thirty 
guards are being investigated for organized 
criminal conduct. At McConnell Prison in 
Beeville, TX, a group of guards know as the 
“Blue Bandanas” severely beat 25-year-old 
Willie Jones on November 24, 1994, for 
“mouthing off” to a guard. Two of the 
guards involved in the Jones beating, 
Rodolfo Rodriguez and Damian Contreras, 
were indicted in December ‘94 by a Bee 
County Grand Jury on charges of aggravat- 
ed assault, retaliation, and tampering with 
a witness. The charge of “tampering” stems 
from the guard’s efforts to threaten two 
other guards into giving false statements 
about what happened. One guard 
(Rodriguez) was fired, and the other 
resigned (Contreras). Both men are free on 
$25,000 bond. Both were members of the 
“Blue Bandanas”, a loosely organized 
group of guards who derive their name 
from the color of the bandanas they carry 
“to let the inmates know they had unity.” 
McAuliffe further said in his memo 
the Texas 


tors in the department: “This latest case 


Board of 


been a targeted inmate and I can tell you it 
ain’t no fun. 


Meanwhile, at Robertson Prison near 
Abilene, TX, four prisoners were beaten so 
badly that the brutality could not be covered 
up. Internal Affairs is investigating these 
three crimes which is akin to the fox investi- 
gating the chicken coop. Information on 
these cases is nearly impossible to come by 


‘because Texas prisoncrats have cloaked the 


entire investigation in a shroud of secrecy. 


Perhaps the strangest case of all is at 
Michael Prison at Tennessee Colony, Texas, 
where at least six prisoners were beaten and 
brutalized. The Anderson County District 
Attorney Jeff Herrington refused to prose- 
cute the cases in spite of the serious viola- 
tions of state law which he is sworn to 
uphold. But why should we expect him to 


_ prosecute the good ole boys that he drinks 


with and who vote him into office? It is 
probably the best thing that could have hap- 
pened to us because now the federal author- 
ities have taken over the prosecution of ten 
Michael Prison guards in six separate cases 
of prison brutality. -I never thought I'd be 
glad to see the feds ride in, but when you’re 
a prisoner in a cyst’m as lawless as Texas 
you're glad to see an evil that you can hope 
is not quite as evil as the one you know. 


But the real death kkkamp has been 
Terrell Prison just outside Livingson, Texas. 
We first heard on October 7, 1994 that pris- 
oners were terrorized by guards who 
attacked them sporadically for seven hours. 
When the guard riot had ended, 30-year-old 
Michael McCoy lay dead and prisoner Eric 
Robinson was suffering from a severe beat- 
ing. Guards Alex A. Torres and Joel 
Lambright have been charged with murder. 


in Terrell Prison. The guards first reported 
the 24-year-old Black man died when he 
had a seizure and hit his head on the floor. 
The autopsy determined that Thibodeaux 
had been murdered and the guards 
changed their story by saying that he was 
kicked to death by a gang of prisoners in 
the Day Room. The official cause of death 
was a brain hemorrhage due to a ruptured 
esophagus. The guards now say that he was 
struck across the esophagus by one convict 
and fell to the floor, then six inmates 
pounced on him beating him unconscious. 
Whatever happened, no charges have been 
filed in Thibodeaux’s murder. 


The first of the four recent murders at 
Terrell Prison was the July 14, 94 slaying of 
22-year-old Paul Hernandez. Guards 
reported that Hernandez was being shaken 
down by a gang who wanted him to join 
the gang. He died of massive head injuries. 
No charges have been filed. 


On August 5, 1994, 23-year-old Randy 
Payne had his head split open by a steel- 
toed boot and died at Hermann Hospital in 
Houston on August 12, never regaining con- 
sciousness, his mother at his bedside. It took 
prison keepers seven hours to get Payne to 
the hospital after his body was found. 
Prison officials have told Mrs. Payne that 
her son fought off two gangs of prisoners 
for nearly two hours because he refused to 
pay protection or become their punk. No 
charges filed. 


These four murders happened at 
Terrell Prison, a prison that opened in 
December of 1993 and was ballyhooed by 
prisoncrats to be the dream prison —a state 
of the art Gulag costing $57 million and 
holding 2,250 poor people. Warden Keith 
Price boasts of its design and electronic 
eavesdropping capabilities — features that 
are supposed to allow guards to see into 
virtually every nook and cranny, and even 
listen in on convict conversations. : 


So how could these four murders have hap- 
pened without the guard's complicity??? We 
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conduct on the part of correctional officers 
using excessive force in attacks on targeted 
inmates.” I don’t know for sure what “tar- 
geted inmates” means to them, but I have 
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Both are free on $50,00 Dond. Various” 
| Charges have been filed against four other | 


guards who went on the rampaging riot 
with Torres and Lambright, and a total of 
nine guards have been suspended. 


Only three days later on October 10, 
1994 Anthony Thibodeaux was murdered 


Baker Prison blasted 


Our tour of Florida’s gulag archipelago 
continues by noting the egregious deluge of 
unconstitutional conditions in Baker Prison 
just west of Jacksonville. It is not remark- 
able that without acuity, R.E. Ward 
(Ringleader /Superintendent) admits he 
will be the first to use unnecessary and 
excessive force, while not batting a vacuous 
eye. He adamantly states that prisoners are 
cast into his custody as punishment, not for 
punishment. We cannot be sure what that 
means, but it epitomizes official evasion of 
accountability by obfuscation of terms. 


Ward proudly claims the defense of 
vicarious liability in justification of using 
force to prevent prisoners from preying on 
each other, yet thinks it’s a good idea for 
DOC to rob a prisoner of $3 for going on 
sick call, and that credit is extended to the 
indigent even though prisoners cannot 
enter into contracts ?! (We know money in 
prisoners’ accounts does not come from 


-paid wages!) The $3 sick call act is an act of 


Legislature, as Ward correctly purports. 


On May 28,1993, Ron Kronenberger of 
the Central Office authorized and advised 
Ward to make heating repairs in Baker 
Prison, consequent to prisoner-initiated liti- 
gation. Inadequate heating in the dorms 
still exists. During colder months, it is usual 
for the temperature in the dorms to drop 
below 60° FE well below the legal minimum. 
Ward claims that no prisoner arriving after 
May 28,1993 has a constitutional right to 
adequate heat. His crony Thornton suggests 
movement to warmer quarters, which 
would be disciplinary detention, as remedy. 


We suggest throwing open the prison gates. 


On Dec., 14, 1994, Boroughs in Classi- 
fication threatened a prisoner would be 
placed in a control unit if grievances were 
filed. On December 28, 1994, Boroughs, an 
ex-state trooper in Arkansas, promised he 
would do everything in his power to bury 
the prisoner that sues him or his bosses. 
Legal copies may be obtained (3 maximum) 
if Classification is allowed to read the 
action, but the highest ranking guard’s wife, 
Mrs. Alton P. Christie, is the mailroom cen- 
sor, and she has held one State Supreme 
Court's notarial jurat to be improper. 


Kernel (Colonel) Alton himself has 
decreed a two-item purchase/possession 
limit on canteen items, as a facade to pre- 
vent contraband canteen operations. Besides 
charging excessively high rates, selling 
defective products and breaking down man- 
ufacturer’s multiple-packaged items for 
individual re-sale at even higher prices, Sgt. 
Pellum will not stock common items such as 
postage stamps, half of the time. December 
‘94 and January ’95 brought a freak effort to 
demolish freedom of communication and 
expression, including delays of outgoing 
legal mail, when stamps were unavailable to 
1,200 inhabitants in Baker. 


Baker Prison is overcrowded and most 
prisoners are forced to endure idleness. 


R.E. Ward's buddy, Stan Czerniak, in 
charge of previously reported beatings in 
NFRC, is on a holy pedestal, according to 
Ward. Presently we are investigating 
reports of guards beating prisoners in disci- 
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pened in the same maximum security sec- | 
tion known as Seven Building. And now 
we know why convicts call it “go to heaven 
building.” At the least three, and possibly 


all four murders have occurred on the same 


plinary detention in Baker Prison, 
and deaths attributable to med- 

ical negligence, as if enough 
fodder for cause on 

International Prisoners’ Justice 

Day 1995 hasn’t already been 

established. 


a florida Field Marshall 


Demands of 
Baker Prisoners 


* Immediate cessation of new 
construction of control 
unit facility in 
Baker Prison. 


% 


Immediate repair of 
all physical plant 
deficiencies in 
existing living 
units. 

Immediate cessa- 
tion of use of 
unreasonable and 
excessive force 
(beatings) of pris- 
oners. 
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* Immediate investi- 
gation of all deaths 
of prisoners in 
Baker Prison. ce UN 

Immediate enact- BON 

ment of treatment EAA 

in accordance with 
state and federal law, including a ban on 


cruel or unusual punishments. 
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Immediate exemption from sick 
call/medical fees unless paid a wage 
commensurately. 
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duty shift. The “investigation” continues. 


Can you imagine what Texas prisons 
will be like when they hire another 9,500 
guards next year? They hired 8,000 new 
ones this year. They now have 62 prisons 
housing nearly 100,000 poor people, and 
they plan to open a new facility a week for 
the next 18 months. That means in mid- 
1996 Texas will have 134 prison facilities 
with 28,000 guards running out of control. 
As Marti and Luke Hiken observed in their 
magnificent article (PNS #48, Nov/Dec 
1994) “Tt is much easier to imprison surplus 
labor than to create jobs.” 


George Bush Jr., the new governor has 
already promised to make the prisons mis- 
erable. I wonder what he thought they were 
already? The legislature has cut our gate 
money down from $200 to $50. That means 
if you sleep on the streets you can feed 
yourself for about five days if you eat at 
McDonalds. Who can look for a job while 
living in a cardboard box? They have also 
passed legislation that says that once you 
lose your good time you can never get it 
back. This little bit of genius will help fill 
those 134 prisons. The more macho 
amongst us are grumbling because they are 
making us wear “girl pants”, i.e. trousers 
with no pocket and no fly. But the real cork- 
er is that on March 1, 1995 all tobacco prod- 
ucts will become contraband for prisoners 
and guards alike. Your prison. Love it or 
leave it. Auden once said, “Those to whom 
evil is done do evil in return.” A simple 
truth, but Texans don’t seem to realize what 
they’re doing. Do they really want to meet 
the products of their outrageous prisons on 
some dark and gloomy night??? 


When I was thinking about a title for 
this report, a story | read somewhere a long 
time ago came to mind. One of Napoleon’s 
ministers advised him to make Devil's 
Island into a prison where they would cast 


the most terrible murderers of the day. “But 


who will guard such criminals?” he asked. 
“Worse criminals!” the minister replied. 


Huntsville TX 77343 
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De politics and klass and 





During a recent discussion with a cou- 
ple of comrades We were trying to deter- 
mine why it has been so difficult for revolu- 
tionary elements inside these kkkamps to 
develop a higher level of unity, and a type of 
revolutionary kulture/morality dat was 
designed to enhance Our effectiveness in 
developing revolutionary cadre and attack- 
ing de kkkolonial kkkriminal mentality. 


i took de position dat one of de reasons 
were dat We on de inside and de “left” on de 
outside have failed to put forth a klass 
analysis, or define de klass structure inside 
de kkkamps and as a result have been 
unable to develop a strategy dat is able to be 
conducive to advancing de struggle inside 
these kkkamps. 


If We agree dat prison society is merely 
a micro form of de macro society across de 
wall, den We have to recognize dat a klass 
structure exist inside these kkkamps and just 
like We have Our petty bourgeois, neo- 
kkkolonial (neo) etc. klass out in society We 
also have such inside these kkkamps. To just 
break de kkkamp down into revolution -y 
vs. reactionary, lumpen vs political, etc., is 
not adequate in classifying de dialectics that 
We are dealing with and is no longer suffi- 
cient. It has been ineffective in helpin Us to 
resolve many of de internal contradictions 
dat We are plagued by. So i offer one per- 
spective on de issue in an attempt to gener- 
ate some discussion around dis particular 
contradiction. Of course someone else is 
welcome to expand on it. 


Using de kkkolonial state of indiana as 
sort of a case study, i see de revolutionary 
klass as comprised of those elements who are 
conscious, who have transformed their kolo- 
nial kriminal mentalities as well as revolu- 
tionary political prisoners, prisoners of wa 


ents 
Fe 


and ‘revolutionary cadre who are active. 


These elements usually represent de leader- 
ship in de kkkamps and is usually well 
respected amongst other prisoners due to 
their principled stances/politics. In compari- 
son with de average prisoner dis is a privi- 
leged klass. 


For a lot of Us just being conscious and 
able to advance/ articulate Our politics to de 
masses of prisoners, able to organize etc. 
affords a certain degree of respect form de 
general oppressed prison masses. It also rep- 
resents a certain degree of power. 


Within dis klass you have prisoners who 
usually have some degree of outside sup- 
port, family, and/or political support, 
defense campaigns, etc. Dis is especially so if 
de prisoner was active prior to his kapture 


and came in as a traditional P.P. or P.O.W.. 


Support dat allows some of Us to organize 
and mobilize, to build networks dat de aver- 
age prisoner does not have. Some of these 
same networks allow some of Us to purchase 





typewriters, computers, books, color TVs etc. 
while a lot of prisoners — particularly New 


: Afrikan — prisoners’ families and friends are 


usually so overwhelmed with and plagued 
by kolonial contradictions of poverty, unem- 
ployment, drugs, reactionary kolonial vio- 
lence etc. dat they hardly get any support. 


One can say de opposite of dis particu- 
lar dialectic is dat along with de politics and 
privileges comes repression and political 
persecution and de state dat might not apply 
(in magnitude) to de other klasses. Usually 
de antagonism between these two poles of 
privilege and persecution is what either 
makes one strengthen his politics and deal 
with de pressure or commit klass suicide 
and go with de flow of neo-kkkolonial 
opportunism. 


Neo-kolonial kriminal Klass 


Dis is de klass usually referred to as de 
lumpen klass. De more reactionary klass and 
politically backwards inside de kkkamps. 
Due to their political backwardness most 
often they become unwitting accomplices in 
our oppression and act as agents for de 
enforcement and implementing of de state 
genocidal and repressive policies. Most often 
their conduct allows them to be utilized by 
de enemy in a neo role against other prison- 
ers. Dis klass also holds de most revolution- 


- ary potential if able to be politicized. 


Though many prisoners in dis klass just 
wants to do their time as comfortably as pos- 
sible and get out, most recognize de legitima- 
cy of de state/enemy and as a rule have a 
kkkriminal mentality and such dictates their 
actions. What makes one a neo is their men- 


tality and de fact dat they are utilized by de 


state as tools to counter de weight and de 
attompis at otpanizing by revolutionary 


semn 


Within de midst of dis klass you have a 
core element of prisoners dat We call con- 
victs who are prisoners dat are basically 
anti-administration, stand-up-strong types 
of individuals who adhere to a prison code 
of ethics dat promotes no snitching, “i mind 


my own business”, etc. These prisoners are 
usually respected based on these facts or on 
fear. These prisoners will usually be de first 
to support radical actions against de state, 
demos etc. They usually have a power base 
within de population. However, de politics 
of dis particular core element is neo, their 
mentalities or actions are not revolutionary. 
As a rule they are usually engaged in a host 
of reactionary activities dat assist de enemy 
in maintaining their kkkontrol over Us. 
Despite de fact they will usually support col- 
lective resistance their politics is one of indi- 
vidualism. All of de above also represent 
unconscious opportunism. 


Neo-kolonial opportunists 


Dis klass is comprised mostly of people 









privilege inside the kkkamps 


who have some kind of politics, elements 
who are conscious but have chosen to con- 
tinue to engage in counter-revolutionary 
activities of using and selling dope, orga- 
nized gambling, etc. These are usually ele- 
ments who have some kind of political line 
but continue to straddle de fence in de area 
of revolutionary morality and attempt to jus- 
tify such through bourgeois liberal politics. 
They refuse to challenge their shortcomings, 
to challenge and struggle with self and 
instead become apologists for politically 
backward views and actions. 


Oftentimes these elements have 
attained some type of legitimacy amongst de 
masses and thereby some degree of influ- 
ence. And because usually de masses still 
practice/engage in some of dis reactionary 
conduct they tend to lean towards these ele- 
ments because they are liberal and less 
demanding. How can i demand you stop 
selling dope if iam doing it? So in dis regard 
these elements help to stagnate de effective- 
ness of revolutionary cadre elements by 
legitimizing counter-revolutionary activity. 


These elements will also take positions 
and make choices dat is contrary to de over- 
all best interest of de collective masses for 
opportunist reasons. Taking politically incor- 
rect positions dat is contrary to de best inter- 
est of de whole. 


De enemy utilize these elements to 
demoralize the brothers who are in de early 
stages of their development. It also provides 
convenient excuses for these elements who 
refuse to resolve various contradictions 
because they look and see some contradic- 
tions existin amongst so-called revolutionary 
elements. Eventually these elements must be 
held Pee aoe to a code of ethics S| 


Klass STU ggje Pec tebe ts j lal ee 


eS need 


erent: ‘and elitism 


Within de revolutionary klass We have 
a core element who feel they have hegemon- 
ic rights over various issues over those who 
have not been a part of de struggle twenty- 
five or thirty years: who feel one have no 
right to raise various issues/contradictions 
within de movement. As if there should be 
no internal klass and ideological struggle 
within our movement. Dis is a bourgeois 
politic/practice. Instead of de legitimacy of 
de politic being looked at, de legitimacy of 
de criticism, analysis and so forth being 
weighed, one has succumbed to emotional 
subjectivism or divine protectionism. The act 
of claiming something is divisive or subtly 
suggesting that one is an agent of COINTEL- 
PRO, etc. has become fashionable as a way 
of avoiding de task of confronting de contra- 
dictions and resolving such dat is at hand. 
Practicing de unprincipled line of follow de 
party line and dont rock the boat. 


When i speak about privilege i think a 


lot of Us who are setting standards and crite- 
ria have to start questioning Our right/priv- _ 
ilege to set/define such. For example, a lot 
of people within de revolutionary klass who 
are not necessarily active in terms of organiz- 
ing, not in kkkontrol units, not on de front- 
line dealing with these people , not getting 
shot up with psychotropic drugs, getting 
their head bashed in, etc., are takin authority 
positions on issues and settin de tone on 
issues dat they have no right to do. Or they 
dismiss the brothas resistance/struggles as a 
result of youth or inexperience which is real 
condescending and it’s being done based on 
their privileged position within de move- 
ment. Contrary to what one may think, a lot 
of these brothas who are on de frontlines 
being victimized and denied support from 
de outside are not necessarily engagin in 


reactionary politics, not just doing dumb 


shit, but are actually organizing and being 
attacked as a result of such. i find it very dif- 
ficult to see how a person who ain't been in- 
a combat zone and instead have chosen a 
different route such as pushin position 
papers, for example, can define, dictate and 
attempt to set de tone on legitimate concerns 
and issues and help to promote dis type of 
klass privilege to de outside and thereby cut 
off critical support for some of these broth- 
ers. 


A lot of people dats practicing dis 
ageism/ elitism tend to look harshly upon de 
youth or these particular political elements 
because they are not conforming to some 
idealized expectations of what one has con- 


structed of what a revolutionary or cadre 
should be. 


De-outside helps to institutionalize such 
bourgeois politics by actin like political pros- 
titutes and groupies by solely seeking out 
“celebrity” cases to support. There has been 
many street organizations who have turned 
political who reached out to de movement to 
de “left” who cried out for some assistance, 
only to be ignored. 


A Primary Contradiction 






One of de Drimary contradictions facing 
Us on dis particular front is de lack of ideo- : 
logical cohesiveness and political clarity" 

general and for those who embrace de Ne 
Afrikan Communist line inside these 
kkkamps in particular. Even within de revo- 
lutionary klass We have been unable to real- 
ize Our full potential, thereby effectin a 
higher form of unity and practice. Though 
many of Us practice some form of revolu- 
tionary politics We have been unable to 
move towards a collective strategy in 
attemptin to resolve some of de contradic- 
tions We are plagued by. This is a result of 
liberalism, a practice dat ultimately leads to 
de promotion and sanctionin of neo-kkkolo- 
nialism, and which has given rise to de ten- 
dency of non-klass struggle, non-ideological 
struggle which in effect has been effective in 
preventing Us from developin a collective 
strategy. A collective strategy dat helps us 
develop a revolutionary culture and a code 
of ethics dat helps to strengthen Our 


continued next page 
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There is no question that support for 
political prisoners and prisoners of war 
should and must be an integral part of any 
movement for liberation. There is no ques- 
tion, that is, for people who have dedicated 
their lives to the struggle for freedom in this 
country and realize that it is not possible to 
talk about a movement for liberation if you 
fail to liberate people who are incarcerated 
as a result of that struggle for liberation. 


What is called into question, therefore, 
is whether or not we are serious about revo- 
lution and liberation. 


I remember sitting in the back room of 
the Harlem office of the Black Panther Party 
on Seventh Avenue and listening at political 
education class while Mao Tse Tung’s Red 
Book was being discussed. This particular 
day the passage under discussion was Tell no 
lies and claim no easy victories. I interpreted 
that to mean, go to the people, organize the 
people, work among the people to build a 
strong bond of trust with the people and 
show them by example that we’re different 
from the politicians and corporate business- 
men and others that say anything and do 
anything to get the people to go along with 
their program. 


This lesson, Tell no lies and claim no easy 
victories, has been the cornerstone of my 
understanding of what this struggle is sup- 
posed to be about. If we take the Tell no lies 
approach to organizing, then we take the 
time out to build a foundation for a move- 
ment that is destined to bring us the victory 
we say we're fighting for. There would be no 
need to organize separate programs to édu- 


cate the community to the existence of politi- 


cal prisoners because as we work to orga- 
nize rent strikes and take control of aban- 
doned building 









RE we're ganas 
about how Abdul Majid and others orga- 


nized tenant associations in the East New 


York and Brownsville sections of Brooklyn 
such as the Oceanhill Brownsville Tenants 
Association. While we're organizing around 
the issue of quality education that teaches 


_ our true history and role in this society we 


could talk about Herman Bell and Albert 
‘Nuh’ Washington and their work with the 
liberation schools. While we're organizing 
food co-ops and other survival programs we 
can talk about Geronimo Pratt, Sundiata 
Acoli, Robert ‘Seth’ Hayes and all the other 
political prisoners and prisoners of war who 
worked in the Free Health Clinics, the day 
care centers and went to prison as a result of 
their active participation in organizing 
efforts around issues that directly affected 
the Black and oppressed communities. 


Because our ‘movement’, for lack of a 
better word, has deteriorated to the point 
that the majority of our organizing is done 


` through demonstration, rallies, conferences 


and press conferences, the only way we feel 


we can talk about the issue of political pris- 


oners is when we drag them out for show 
and tell time or when we need to legitimize 
what we're doing. This raises the question, 
“Are we serious about struggle? Or are we 
just profiling?” If we’re not serious then we 
need to let our political prisoners off the 


S to create decent AS in 
egui TV FA 1 


betel aki 


shave to be organized? If 
they‘all got down today to 


“Other communities 


On the question of 
Political Prisoners 


hood and tell them to “Do what you think is 
best for you!” If we are serious then we need 
to stop ego tripping, stop profiling, stop rab- 
ble rousing and get down to the serious 
work of organizing. Talk is cheap, action is 


supreme! 


Political prisoners didn’t become politi- 
cal prisoners out of a vacuum. They went to 
prison, for the most part, as members of 
political formations. There are over 150 
political prisoners in jail across this country. 
The majority of these brothers and sisters are 
serving upward of 25 
years to life and at least 
one, Mumia Abu-Jamal, is 
facing death. At the time 
the majority of these peo- 
ple went to prison there 
was a thriving movement 
on the street. They are sit- 
ting there now and the 
movement is totally frag- 
mented and in a state of . 
disarray. They are being 
pulled in a lot of different 
directions by fragmented 
organizations that are 
more interested in postur- 
ing as the ‘vanguard’ and 
jockeying for position than 
doing the work of organiz- 
ing the people. I constantly 
wonder why it is neces- 
sary for them to be fight- 
ing among themselves to 
be the titular ‘vanguard’ of 
a ‘movement’ when there 
are millions of people that 


the task of organizing New 
or any of the 
es across 
the United States, there 
would still be room for 
more help. We wouldn’t 
even step on each other’s toes and would be 
glad to share the work because that’s how 
much work that has to be done. That is, if 
we were serious about the job of organizing 
for liberation. 


The term ‘political prisoner’ means 
nothing to the average brother or sister on 
the block because the terms ‘liberation’ and 
‘revolution’ mean nothing. The words have 
no meaning for our people, no real meaning, 
because we have done no real organizing, 
and educating for“liberation. This lack of 
consciousness among our people, and the 
lack of support for political prisoners is a 
direct result of our lack of concrete work 
among our people. The days of getting peo- 
ple involved in struggle for great socialist 
ideas is long gone, if they ever existed. Our 
people require examples of what concrete 
changes will occur in their condition if we 
collectively fight for change. Once they are 
shown the example of what could be 
achieved, they are more likely to support 
struggle. When they are confronted by how 
the state — government — police respond to 
people who dare to speak out and organize 
and educate against a system that has con- 
sistently exploited, brutalized and 


oppressed them, they are more likely to sup- 
port political prisoners. 


Some of us mistake the people’s anger 
at, frustration with and distrust of the sys- 
tem as meaning they are ready for revolu- 


_ tion. It is true that they possess a deep seat- 


ed anger at the system, that they distrust the 
system, but it’s also true that they have not 
made the connection between the source of 
this anger and distrust and creating a revo- 
lution. They would support a drug dealer 
before they’d support a revolutionary. Why? 
For a number of reasons, chief being that the 
drug dealer is in the community constantly, 
is known by the community and has picked 
up on a lesson that the revolutionary used to 
know. The drug dealer understands that he 
has to give something back to the communi- 
ty. He employs the local people and there- 





fore, even if it’s pennies, makes a difference 
in the life of the community. 


This is not an indictment of our people, 
but rather an indictment of the deterioration 
of the movement and our complete loss of 
direction. At some point we should have 
been able to stop and take an assessment of 
the state of the movement, especially follow- 
ing the major offensives against the revolu- 
tion brought on by the government, i.e. 
COINTELPRO and the destruction of the 
Black Panther Party. We seem to have forgot- 
ten everything we ever learned about revo- 
lution, that it’s about the people, making 
qualitative and quantitative changes in the 
conditions of our people. Revolution is not 
about gaining name or organizational recog- 
nition at the expense of building a founda- 
tion for a movement that will lead us to vic- 
tory. In order to create the conditions for rev- 
olution we must go back to basics and deal 
with the fact that revolution is protracted, it 
doesn’t happen overnight therefore we have 
the time to make sure we lay the correct 
foundation and build a strong movement 
based on work. This is the only real way we 
can build the necessary support to free our 
political prisoners and prisoners of war. 


A final word, to our political prisoners: 
We used to know that prison was a micro- 
cosm of society. That is, we recognized the 
truism that the conditions of the people that 
came through the doors of the prison reflect- 
ed the state of the society without. If you 
think back to what was happening on the 
streets at the time you were incarcerated and 
the activities that were going on among the 
prisoners in the institutions and compare 
that to what the people who are coming into 
the institutions today are talking about and 
doing now, you can deduce for yourself the 
state of the movement today. Just as we have 
a job to do out here, you have a job to do in 
there. Being in prison does not release you of 
your obligations to educate to liberate; some 
of you seem to have forgotten that. What 
being in prison does change is the venue 
from which you organize - change the play- 
ing field. 

I remember another 
class that took place in the 
Harlem office of the Black 
Panther Party. This lesson 
had to do with the 10-10-10 
Program. This was a lesson 
on organizing. We had to 
learn the 10-Point Program 
and Platform of the Party. 
We had to learn the 26 rules 
of the Party. We had to 
learn the 8 Points of 
Attention and the 3 Main 
Rules of Discipline. We had 
to learn the motto and. 
internalize all of it. We had 
to learn and internalize it 
for the day when the offices 
would no longer be open 
and available to us. We had 
to learn it for the day when 
we would be on our own 
without other Panthers so- 
that we could carry out the 
tasks of the revolution. 
Once we internalized these 
sisi we were si to 

o out.and.organize..T} 
eon was that if each one 
of us organized 10 people, 
and those people organized 
10 people, and those people 
organized 10 people - the third group, if 
each one of them organized 10 people, 
would number 10,000 people. It’s a time 
consuming method of organizing, but it’s 
tried and true. This was the approach to 
organizing that I used in my section when I 
was in the Party. During the time I was 
incarcerated in Goochland, Virginia, the peo- 
ple that were in my section in the communi- 
ty were the ones who stood by me and sent 
me packages and cards and were there wait- 
ing when I was released from prison in 1986. 


Organizations come and go, but we 
have to create within our people the spirit of 
struggle. We have to build a movement to 
liberate our people. The issue of political 
prisoners is part of that movement that we 
are building and in building that movement 
we must understand that this is not a sepa- 
rate issue. It is an integral part of that move- 
ment, it can’t be put in front of the move- 
ment and can’t be an afterthought. It must 
be woven into the very fibers. 


Safiya Bukhari 

Reprinted from Crossroad Jan-Mar 95 
Avail from Spear & Shield Publications 
1340 West Irving Park Road, Ste 108 
Chicago, IL 60613 


Klass politics 
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attempts to develop revolutionary cadre. 
How can we change dis? 


i think initially we have to ask: Whose 
responsibility is it to try and influence de 
social conduct/social relations of Our mini 
society? If in fact We are moving towards 
creatin revolutionary universities then it is 
upon Us. It is Our responsibility to try and 
set de time as revolutionary leadership and 


cadre. Doing so not from some privileged 
_ position but through de struggle for clarity 


| 


and unity, by challenging, exposing and crit- 
icizing ones who scream politics in com- 
mand and yet their actions are not consistent 
with de principles of de New Afrikan Creed 
and other revolutionary ethics. To more 
aggressively combat de practice of liberal- 
ism towards others and more importantly 
towards Ourselves, as a revolutionary klass 
and as representatives of such We have to 
start takin collective positions on key issues 
and struggling around issues. In order for 
Us to fashion a revolutionary kulture we 
have to take a position and stand on it across 
de board while engaging in ideological and 
klass struggle. We have to take principled 


positions on de issues of selling dope, sex- 
ism and homophobia. We have to begin to 
challenge de apologist position of some 
brothers for their sexist/patriarchal views 
and behavior. What should Our position be 
as representatives of a revolutionary klass? 
No longer should it be just an individual 
personal position dat is allowed to become 
de primary position. De position should be a 
reflection of Our line and position on revolu- 
tionary morality which of course is both per- 
sonal and political because de personal is in 
fact a representation of de political. - 


If as a klass We began to take firm posi- 


tions We would be able to counter some of 
de counterinsurgency programs being imple- 
mented against Us in these kkkamps. We 
could be able to create a type of movement 
and momentum based on not just organiza- 
tional affiliation but based on revolutionary 
principle and morality. If We as representa- 
tives cannot unite around struggling against 
neo-opportunists, agents, backward political 
conduct etc., then We only frontin at being 
committed to de struggle. It’s easy to theo- 
rize but practice is de key and one must be 
committed to be able to practice anything. 


continued page 17 
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Prison Violence Project Report 





to control prisons 


Guards at Collins Bay Penitentiary in 
Ontario have been using racism to control 
prisoners. From 1987, staff have applied the 
“divide and conquer” principle to weaken 
the solidarity among prisoners. Black pris- 
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oners are pitted against the majority white 
population of the prison which results in 
violent clashes. The “Bay” is considered the 
“gladiator school” where white prisoners 
maintained control through a code of soli- 
darity, leaving the 
guards powerless to 
control the prison. 


Racial violence 
reached a peak on July 
4, 1992, when Chris 
Melanson, a white, was 
stabbed eleven times 
by Ian Lindsay, a black 
prisoner. The adminis- 
tration increased the 
racial tension by charg- 
ing Melanson with 
assault and then giving 
Lindsay an early de- 
portation parole. Mel- 
anson was then placed 
in solitary confinement 
for eighteen months. 


On the day of his 
stabbing, Melanson 
Walked onto 2C range 

= into what became a 
racial incident and cat- 
alyst that was to send 
shock waves through- 
out the prison system. 
At 8:30 that evening, 
Melanson left Three 
Block to visit George 
Fenlong who was 
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Racial tension and violence used 


housed on Two Block. This was the second 
range that had been designated as a ‘blacks’ 
range, despite Corrections policy that pro- 
hibits racial segregation. 


Fenlong had been drinking home-made 
alcohol when Melanson arrived. Fenlong 
and a few others were the only white pris- 
oners left on the range of thirty-four cells. 
They had already been experiencing racial 
hostility first-hand. Using the phone had 
become dangerous. Black prisoners on the 
range had threatened them with knives 
demanding that they give up their phone 
time. Their segregation was fuelling a seige 
mentality. However, neither the black nor 
the white prisoners were interested in a race 
war. All wanted to simply survive. 


Though Melanson and Fenlong were 
locked in a cell, they were passing drinks 
out to a couple of black prisoners out on the 
range. Eventually the booze ran out and 
Melanson and George decided to go for a 
walk in the yard. As they were about to 


leave the range, a black prisoner angrily 


confronted them. [an Lindsay, a Jamaican, 
had given in to the racial tension and was 
now openly hostile towards white prisoners. 


_ Lindsay didn’t get a drink as had some 
other blacks, taking on the attitude that he 
was being disrespected because he felt enti- 
tled to his share of the booze. With no warn- 
ing, he smashed Fenlong in the face, knock- 
ing him down and started to kick him in the 
head. Although Melanson did not have a 
history of violence, he reacted by grabbing 


Lindsay, throwing him to the floor. Two 
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Sexual sadists may be attracted 


to prison and police work! 


Recent televised footage of Kingston 
Prison For Women (P4W), where prisoners 
were abused by guards, was the public’s 
first look at the reality of prison abuse. 
Video footage of guards slicing off womens’ 
clothing and slamming billy-clubs next to 
their heads was not so surprising to Cana- 
dian prisoners. Sexual abuse of vulnerable 
women is now proven to be common. 
Incarcerated women and children are par- 
ticularly targeted for abuse. 


This particular incident at P4W 
occurred in April “94. The Prison Violence 
Project questioned just how many peace offi- 
cers had engaged in abuse during this peri- 
od in time. We looked at the Toronto Star and 
Ottawa Citizen during Feb-May 1994, seeking 
stories of peace officers on sex charges. 
These cases would only be those high-profile 
enough to warrant media exposure. 


During the period noted, we found 
that nine peace officers were either charged 
or convicted of sexual crimes ranging from 
child pornography, sodomy, rape and mur- 
der. Included among these cases were 
guards from juvenile and adult penal facili- 
ties, two police officers, two institutional 
psychologists and a military police officer. 
Thirty previously-convicted overseers of 
young. offenders were also mentioned in 
relation to ongoing cases. 


- Of course the newspapers did not 
report the vast majority of assaults that had 
occurred, such as the April ~94-P4W inci- 
dent. The coverage was of only two cities. 
However, they do expose a pattern of 


sadism and abuse peculiar to the occupa- | 


tion of a peace officer. Meanwhile, they 
have absolute power over certain Cana- 
dians who have become subject to law 


enforcement. The officers involved in the 
following incidents did have two things in 
common: they had the authority to use, or 
order the use of, violent force and they 
abused their duty to protect the vulnerable. 


The Toronto Star reported on 
Feb/12/94 that Charbonneau, a Christian 
Brother, was sentenced to six years for sexu- 
al assault. “A psychiatric examination 
showed that he is a homosexual pedophile 
attracted to teenage boys...also has sadistic 
tendencies”. His case was the last of 20 con- 


victions among custodial staff at the St. 


John’s Uxbridge Training School. 


Four days later, a provincial prison 
guard was the focus. The Star reported that 


Vartan Titizian was found guilty of sexually 


assaulting a female guard. 


Two cases appeared on March 17 in the 
Star. Both accused worked at the 
Grandview School For Girls. Robert Finley, 
a former supervisor, faced 56 charges for 
offenses “against underage girls, including 
rape, buggery and gross indecency...Dr. 
Robert Ross, a former psychologist at 
Grandview, had been charged with 21 
offenses, including one of rape.” 


The following month, it was a group 
home for troubled youth that became noto- 
rious. Robert Bruce McLellan was sentenced 
to five years for a child pornography inves- 
tigation. Judge Livingstone said that 
McLellan, trained in psychology and an 
experienced counsellor, “should have some 
insight as to the potential impact of his sex- 


- ual activity on the boys with whom he was 


involved...the boy’s victim impact statement 
confirms the emotional and physical devas- 
tation to this young man and his family” 


This abuse also to create a vicious cycle 





of victims that perpetuate the cycle of vio- 
lence. The Ottawa Citizen stated that on 
April 7th, Mel Gill, Executive Director of the 
Ottawa Children’s Aid Society said, “[ml]ore 
than half the men and 90 percent of the 
women in correctional facilities were abused 
as children. While they may be perpetrators 
of violence, they also, in all likelihood, have 
been victims of violence themselves.” 


During April, the harshest punishment 
in the Criminal Code was meted out to 
Patrick Daniel Johnson, 24, a former prison 
guard at Toronto Jail. The Star explained 
how he “pleaded guilty to second-degree 
murder and was sentenced to life in prison 
for killing Grace Baxter, a transsexual prosti- 
tute whose dismembered body remains for- 
ever entombed in a Pickering landfill site...” 


Sexual abuse is not isolated to correc- 
tional officers, as the Star pointed out on 
April/30/94. An Ontario Provincial Police 
officer was fired, “for looking on and failing 
to take action while two of his friends sexu- 
ally assaulted a woman at a party.” Nor is 
abuse particular to the civilian police as the 
Citizen again reported on May 5 that “a mil- 
itary police officer from Rockland has been 
charged with sexually a four 
teenaged girls.” 


Finally, on May 19, a provincial jail 
guard was charged with sexually assaulting 
seven inmates during body cavity searchs, 
having verified they were unarmed, he sat- 
isfied his own needs. 


Most incidents of abuse remain unre- 
ported due to the “code of silence” and 
power of government organizations. The 
Citizen reported on May 11 that “an ordi- 
nary citizen charged with a crime could not 


assemble the high-calibre defense team 


black prisoners then attacked Melanson 
from behind. He turned and knocked one of 
them unconscious, then hit the other, who 
ran off the range. Lindsay ran to his friend’s 
cell to get a shank in order to even the odds. 
Melanson ran after Lindsay. 


As Melanson entered the dark cell, 
Lindsay began slashing and stabbing him 
as fast as he could. The first blow was 
across Melanson’s head, opening his scalp 
so that a flap of skin and hair hung down 
into his eyes. Lindsay plunged the ten inch 
knife into Melanson’s shoulder three times. 
Regaining his senses, Melanson hit Lindsay 
with everything he had and knocked him to 
his knees. Lindsay was still swinging the 
knife, not allowing any approach. Melanson 
did not see the second knife which pene- 
trated his lung and again through his liver. 


Melanson tried to turn and escape the 
cell, allowing Lindsay to stab him twice in 
the back, one blow clipping his lung again. 
He turned and grabbed a chair, slamming 
Lindsay into the back wall of the cell and 
pinning his arms against his sides. 


Fenlong, having regained conscious- 
ness, ran towards the melee. Entering the 
cell, he lifted up his shirt and pulled out a 
knife, ducked underneath Melanson’s arms 
and rammed the knife into Lindsay’s stom- 
ach. Lindsay folded and fell onto the floor. 
As they walked off the block, the guards ran 
onto the range. Officer Lee Redpath testified 
that, “...as I got closer to inmate Lindsay, I 
saw that he had two shanks in his hands...I 
asked/told/begged Lindsay to give me the 
knives and I picked up a blanket and 
motioned him to put them in it.” 


That should have been the end of the 
story, had it been an isolated incident. The 
incident between Melanson and Lindsay 
presented an opportunity for staff to gain 
control. Two days later, while Melanson 
was unconscious after surgery, Internal 
Preventive Security Officer (IPSO) Frank- 


continued on following page 
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Nepean Police provided for an officer on | 


trial for Dee the ge S a told 
an inquiry.” 


Lawsuits against the government 
involving sexual abuse cases by institution- 
al staff also cost the tax-payer millions of 
dollars. Years after the abuse the Toronto 
Star reported in Sept. 1994 that the “former 
wards of a Catholic-run reform school have 
launched a $39.3 million lawsuit against the 
Toronto Christian Brothers.” 


Obviously there is something terribly 
wrong with institutions that are responsible 
for correcting Canadians who have broken 
the law. These examples are only from two 
newspapers during a four-month period. 
When guards and police officers are 
charged with sexual assault, they usually 
warrant media coverage. Most sexual 
assaults are not reported. How many other 
members of different occupations have a 
problem with sexual assault? No other 
trades are constantly exposed in the media 
as having sexual offenders as members. 


Zimbaro’s famous experiment where 
he took two groups of students and made 
one the guards, and the other the prisoners, 
showed that absolute power brings out 
sadism. Yet the CSC remains a self- policing 
organization that treats its prisons as nation- 
al secrets. The inherent danger of abuse in 
these types of authority positions requires 
maximum accountability, lest they manufac- 
ture more violence and victims of abuse. 


Canada represents a high standard of 
human rights to the rest of the world. Yet 
inside closed institutions, authority figures 
are teaching prisoners that there is a double 
standard when it comes to the law. The 
women at P4W will probably never trust 
authority figures or the law again. They are 
now part of a vicious circle that is perpetu- 
ated by their keepers. co 


Rudolf Martens Prison Violence o 
Box 760 
Campbellford Ont KOL 1L0 


4 





=" “Abe V1. Stee es ee O F N E T T a SA M TR T F 






Prison News Service 


March-April 1995 


Page 13 





Corrections Canada - 
above the law? 


Canada has a reputation in this world 
of fairness, honesty and integrity. We are 
seen as the “good guys”. But just how fair 
and civilized is this country, really? How 
much scrutiny can our system stand? The 
true measure of a country’s “goodness” is 
how it treats its own — how do we treat 
ours? What actually happens to someone in 
this country who does not conform to soci- 
ety’s expectations? Does the Canadian pub- 
lic know about what happens to someone 
who makes a mistake and ends up on the 
wrong side of the justice system. 


Our federal penitentiaries are adminis- 
tered by the Correctional Services Canada 
(CSC). CSC is part of the Ministry of Justice. 
Within this framework each separate insti- 
tution answers to its own Warden, who in 
turn answers to a Regional Headquarters 
(there are five throughout the country), who 
in turn answer to National CSC 
Headquarters in Ottawa. CSC is a large and 
complicated bureaucracy and a consider- 
able employer in this country. CSC is or is 
supposed to be governed by not only their 
own Core Values and Standards, but more 
importantly by Bill C-36, The Corrections 
and Conditional Release Act (CCRA). This 
Act, which acquired Parliamentary 
approval and came into force on November 
1, 1992, covers everything from the purpose 
and principles of CSC, to the actual running 
of an institute and the supervision of 
parolees. But how closely does CSC adhere 
to this Act — how closely is its adherence 
scrutinized? 


It should be noted that the CCRA has 
teeth. It is far reaching and precise in many 
ways — although ambiguous in its defini- 
tion of “the security of the institute”. It is an 


attempt at “fair justice, and notes repeated- 
ly that aul persons; inmates, visitors and 
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respect the rights inherent to the individual 
and treating each case individually. 


However, certain incidents and current 
policies of CSC are in conflict with these 
guidelines. The recent events at the Prison 
for Women in Kingston have focused some 
public attention on CSC’s actions and ques- 


_tionable adherence to rules. Another specif- 


ic issue is CSC’s new Drug Strategy. This 
strategy came into effect December 1, 1994. 
Under this new policy, violations under 


‘graph 96 (i) and (j) 


— ~ | mand (b) a Mose oe 
fai An The Act calls: on ane CSC to 


_the case of a seri- 


Section 40 of the CCRA (Disciplinary 
Offenses) are subject not only to existing 
punishments as prescribed in the CCRA 
and its accompanying regulations, but to 
further punishment as well. This further 
punishment affects not only the inmate held 
responsible but all his or her family and 
friends as well. 


Although the need for action by CSC to 
curb drug problems inside is indeed serious, 
the methods used are shadowy in legality 
and questionable in effectiveness. Under the 


: new strategy, an inmate convicted under 


Section 40 (k) or (1) or one who the administ- 
ration “feels” is involved in drug activity is 
placed on restricted visits, loses the right 
private family visits (PVFs) and is restricted 
from participating in social activities or 
groups in which 
there is communi- 
ty access and con- 
tact. 


CSC does not 
have the legal 
right to do this. 
The CCRA Regu- 
lations prescribe 
the punishment 
that can be given 
as follows: 


Section 44(1) 
An inmate who is 
found guilty of a 
disciplinary 
offense is liable, in 
accordance with 
the regulations 
made under Para- 


to one or more of 
the following: (a) a 
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privileges (c) an ; 
order to make | SiM iR 
restitution (d) a T 
fine (e) perfor- 
mance of extra 
duties; and (f) in 


ous disciplinary 
offense, segrega- 
tion from other 
inmates for a max- 
imum of 30 days. 
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Further clarification of these penalties 
and their implementation can be found in 
Sections 34-41 of the Regulations. 
Specifically, Section 34 outlines points in con- 
sidering the appropriate penalty for a disci- 
plinary offense as follows: 


section 34 (a) the least restrictive mea- 
sures that are appropriate in the circum- 
stances, (b) all relevant aggravating and 
mitigating circumstances, including the 
inmate’s behaviour in the penitentiary. 


CSC itself knows its limits and seems 
to be attempting to deal with them before 
anyone realizes that it, has overstepped its 


bounds. In fact an individual with the 


Correctional Investigator’s Office in Ottawa 
has stated that the legality of this policy is 
in such a grey area that a court challenge 
would be needed to clear up the ambigui- 
ties in its legal implementation.” 


In a paper published and dated Jan- 
uary, 1995 entitled “The Drug Strategy of the 
Correctional Service of Canada”, CSC out- 
lines the contents of its drug strategy stating 





DA i 





= f 
pases ace 









ti, 








eit dia 8 at, coh, CT, 
fit HIN CHH HHR AA 
OS COD MEN oN QIN 





OS OCF IOI 


\ 









Bay Se ER j 


ain BREIE ps4 
to peat 
4 


a a se ee 


Racial violence from page 12 


avitch met with the Inmate Committee to 
stage another fight between a black prison- 
er and a white, “winner takes all”. That 
fight was witnessed by 30 prisoners and 
supervised by correctional staff. They chose 
a white prisoner that they knew would lose 
the fight, knowing this would further dis- 
hearten white prisoners. 


Staff also encouraged Lindsay to testify 
in court that Melanson had attacked him 
because he was black, further enraging 
blacks. In return, Lindsay would receive an 
early parole and deportation to Jamaica. He 
was immediately transferred to the lower- 
security Warkworth Pen. Melanson was 
never able to tell his side of the story. 
Instead, he was arbitrarily charged with 
aggravated assault. 


Melanson recalls, “all I remember is 
waking up in Kingston General Hospital. 
At that time, the guards said that I deserved 
What I got for attacking an unarmed 
inmate. The next night it got. so bad that I 
passed out from the pain and had to be 
helped back to my bed. The doctor refused 
to give me anything stronger that Tylenol. 
He told me that I should “quit my com- 
plaining”. They showed me their official 
report that said Í only had two small stab 


wounds when hospital records and my 


scars showed that I had eleven stab 
wounds. Then they put me in the hole.” 


In segregation, on August 30, 1992, the 
correctional staff “mysteriously charged 
Melanson with damaging his cell, starting 
fires, inciting a riot, threatening staff and 
taunting black inmates. Under these 
charges, Melanson was transferred to 
Millhaven Max. Upon his arrival, all of the 
bogus charges were dismissed. Yet he was 
placed in segregation. Further, Case 
Management Officer Wileman told 
Melanson that he would be transferred to 
the Special Handling Unit at Prince Albert 
in Saskatchewan. Millhaven is one of the 
most racist and violent prisons in North 
America, Melanson’s arrival increased the 
racial tension. 


Suddenly, in March, 1993, Melanson 
was told that he would be released from 
seg to general population. Ten days prior to 
the assault trial, Lindsay had been deported 
to Jamaica and all charges against 
Melanson were dropped. This prevented 
Melanson from clearing his name and he 
was now branded a violent racist. 


With the label CSC branded him with, 
Melanson became a lightning rod for a race 
war in Millhaven. Tension started to soar 
with full knowledge of the staff. Wanting 
nothing to do with a race war, Melanson 
demanded to be placed back into seg. Still 


healing from massive injuries, Melanson 


was forced to spend seven months there. 
After numerous grievances, Melanson was 
finally transferred to Warkworth, back to 


medium security where he had started. 


As of this writing, Collins Bay is still 
under staff control. On March 11, 1994, after 
a month-long lock-down, the prisoners sent 
a petition to the Kingston Whig-Standard. 
protesting “overcrowding, double- bunk- 
ing, racial tension, lack of trust and commu- 
nication between staff, prisoners and 
administration, high institutional unem- 
ployment, conversion of former prisoner 
recreation and social facilities for staff use 
and the reversal of correctional policy from 
rehabilitative to a strictly custodial... The 
Internal Preventive Security’s apparent 
encouragement of informers to deal drugs, 
to involve themselves in illegal activities 
and to serve as agent provateurs within the 
population, the reward being immunity to 
informers for their own illegal activities and 
a recommendation for transfer to minimum 
security and early release. The resulting 
danger to prisoners, staff and the public at 
large is serious. 


The official Mission of CSC is to ensure 
“the protection of society by actively 
encouraging and assisting offenders to 
become law abiding citizens while exercis- 
ing reasonable, safe, secure and humane 
control”. Yet the staff of Ontario region pris- 
ons seem to feel that control through racism 
and violence is their priority. The prisoners 
Subject to this environment enter society 
often more violent than when they left it. 
The prisons are creating monsters! œ 


contact. Programs suchas Alco 


that it “consists of initiatives clustered in 
four main areas”. These areas include: 


1. Enforcement 2. Policy and Legisla- 


_ tive Review 3. Education and Training; and 


4. Accountability. 


Section 2 of this paper, dealing with 
legislative review, states: 


“reviewing legislation, including amend- 
ments to the CCRA and CCRA 
(Regulations) that will facilitate search- 
ing and enable the use of on-site pre- 
screen urinalysis testing.” 


At no point in this paper are the restric- 
tions now being imposed for a failed urinal- 
ysis mentioned. In fact, page 7 of this paper 
states that “visits will be restricted indefi- 
nitely for anyone caught using visitors to 
bring drugs into institutions and visitors 
will be subject to the full extent of the law in 
outside court”. This is indeed understand- 
able, when actual visitor participation in the 
introduction of contraband is proven. 
However, no legislative changes have 
passed in regards to a loss of visits without 
proof of visitor participation. In fact, 
although this new strategy on punishment 
is being used at this time and is being 
passed off as within the rights of the insti- 
tutes, it is not in fact law nor part of the legal 
guidelines CSC is suppose to adhere to. 


The effectiveness of this strategy is also 
questionable. Restrictive visits are totally 
understandable should a visitor be found to 
be introducing contraband into ‘an institu- 
tion. Action against an inmate and visitor in 
such case is clearly outlined and sanctioned 
by the CCRA. However, under the new 
strategy a positive urinalysis will result in 
the above stated punishment with no proof 
whatsoever that the visitor has any involve- 
ment at all. Without this proof how can it be 
automatically assumed that CSC has halted 
the introduction of contraband? Loss of vis- 
its and PVFs can be heartbreaking and 
stressful. More crucial in the analysis of this 
strategy is the restriction of inmates partici- 
pation in programs involving tlic 


Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous and the 
meeting by inmates with outside clergy, 
including Elders for those practicing Native 
spirituality, are of a rehabilitative nature of 
particular importance to an inmate with 
problem needs. Under Section 35(2) of the 
regulations, a sanction of loss of privileges 
“shall be limited to a loss of access that are 
recreational in nature; and shall not be 
imposed where the loss of privileges would 
be contrary to the inmate’s correctional 
plan”. Visits and support groups are not 
recreational. They are in fact a necessary 
ingredient in any rehabilitative endeavour. 
Visits are also not a privilege to an inmate 
but rather an “entitlement”, a right, as stat- 
ed in Section 71(1) of the CCRA: 


“In order to promote relationships 
between inmates and the community an 
inmate is entitled to have reasonable 
contact, including visits and correspon- 
dence with family, friends and other per- 
sons from outside the penitentiary ...” 


Reasonable limits and the protection of 
the security of the institute are fully justi- 
fied, so long as visitor involvement in drug 
introduction is proven. But again, positive 
urinalysis is not, by any means, proof of vis- 
itor involvement. The current strategy is 
also being used as a blanket punishment — 
any and all will receive the same punish- 
ment without regard to the individual case, 
contrary to CSC’s standard and direction to 
treat all as individuals. This action in itself is 
unfair, contrary to CSC’s direction to act 
fairly. CSC does not know what to do about 
their drug problem and so they are reacting 
in what they feel is their only option. 
Unfortunately that option is contrary to 
existing law. What they are attempting to do 
could be likened to arresting every teenage 
male on the street because he could be drug 
dealer. What they are attempting to do is 
similar to a standard courtroom excuse “I 
don’t know why I did it, your Honour, there 
didn’t seem to be any other way”. 


Samantha Chase 
Prison Violence Project — Trenton 
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are not the problem,” page 14, PNS #48, 
there is a shout-out from Black Fist concern- 
ing the joint Black Fist/A.M. 31 initiative 
entitled the Goldfront project. As the com- 
muniques that the Fist and 31 have issued 
attest, G.F., “ts not modeled after the “scared 
straight’ programs. That is correct! “Scared 
straight” programs don’t work, and they 
are basically pro-cyst’‘m programs with cats 
participating in it who are basically merce- 
naries. More importantly than all that, how- 
ever, We seek to give them a healthy dose of 
Love and Power. We are not pro-cyst’m. We 
are not about the business of telling Our 
children they are “bad”-because they dont 
obey those who would be their masters. We 
dont seek to disarm them, and We dont 
believe that anyone can, or should try, to 
scare Our youth into anything. For one 
thing, real life has already scared them with 
racism, poverty and insecurity to the point 




































Free the Land and 
power to the people! 


At the end of my piece, “Our children. 





one group which represents oppressed, 
Blacks. The oppressed are attempting to get 
the oppressor off their backs. When persons 
who are part of, and/or look iike persons of 
the oppressor class all of a sudden decide 
they want to dictate to the oppressed what 
the oppressed-class should do, you have a 
recipe for disaster as you have a situation 
clearly defined as, once again, the oppresso 
oppressing the oppressed. 7 


Forced citizenship 


It is the same as the amerikkkan deci- 
sion to impose paper citizenship on Our 
people with the 14th amendment, in spite of 
the fact that — as the evidence suggests — 
the majority of Our people did not want 
that imposition. It was an imposition upon 
Us by the very people who imposed upon 
Us in the first place in order to be able to 
impose upon Us in the second place. For 
Whites to impose themselves on oppressed 








where they have no more fear and will 
blow your head off for coming at them with 
lame shit. | 


Speaking of which, i may as well 
address the letter from Robert Jones (same 
issue, page 17) which attempts to get back 
at me for criticizing North Coast Xpress! 
(NCX) and equates me and my comrades 
(they told me to make sure i made that 
clear) with the aryan brotherhood. 


Let me first make it clear that Our 
(A.M. 31) response to NCX is primarily a 
response to racist thought processes and 
concepts and that they were the catalyst for 
Our response, just as Mr. Jones is the catalyst 
for this response. Both responses are meant 
for anyone to whom they apply. Mr. Jones 
feels that i “should have explained what the 
issues of the ‘racist’ letter contained so that 
others could evaluate for themselves.” 


For me to have explained the problems 
with what NCX said to Us would have 
taken a book, since all Our writings are 
geared towards education, articulation and 
organization. So, We wrote a book about it. 
It's called An A.M. 31 Response to Some North 
American Leftists and Others who Believe That 
Black People Aren’t Entitled to Reparations. 
The emphasis herein has been added for 
Mr. Jones, since he believes that Black peo- 
ple aren’t entitled to reparation. 


Since Mr. Jones appears to have a prob- 
lem understanding what racism is and the 
language usage (concepts) and actions that 
support and perpetuate racism and oppres- 
sion, i will explain them as succinctly as i 
can, first. 


Racism, primarily, is race-based oppres- 
sion. When you have two groups of people 
who have traditionally been enemies (in 
this case, enemies based, foremost and fun- 
damentally, on “race”) you have one group 
which represents oppressor, Whites, and 


peoples is a limitation on those peoples’ lib- 
erty and puts in jeopardy any realization of 
true liberty and _ self-determination. 
Unfortunately, Whites who care have to be 
conscious of that and considerate of the sen- 
sitivities of the oppressed. Nevertheless, that 
is not a situation that We created. And, these 
considerations are what NCX did not factor 
in, and thus are what lead to their mistakes 
regarding Us. For them to try to impose any- 
thing on Us was a mistake. 


To further demonstrate just how We 
feel about folk dictating to Us (and not just 


Whites) i will give another example: If one’ 


became involved with A.M. 31 and that one 
offered suggestions, knowledge and assis- 
tance, that one would be welcomed with 
open arms. Say that one, however, after just 
having become involved with A.M. 31 and 

- hadn't demonstrated sincerity of purpose to 
the efforts of the group, that one would be 
crushed. Immediately. 


Mr. Jones writes that he has engaged in 
extensive dialogue with NCX and nowhere 
has he, “detected any bias or racist funda- 
mentals from them.” Apparently We have 
to explain what bias is also. To be biased is 
to be inclined toward a particular course, 
and/or object. It.appears to be a trait char- 
acteristic of people. 


Mr. Jones is biased in favor of NCX. I 
am biased for my people (the oppressed — 
all oppressed peoples who aren’t trying to 
oppress others.) Obviously that means i am 
biased against those who are not my people 
(the oppressors — All those who design to 
oppress those of Us who dont want to be 
oppressed.) Groups such as NCX, NAACP, 
the Congressional Black Caucus, etc., are all 
biased in favor of the u.s.a. and by exten- 
sion, the global White Supremacy Power 
Cyst’m. Their actions and words demon- 
strate that they believe there is something 


is When. SO-CalieG prog ressive Whi ES Call. | 
ne name of fighting | 


worth redeeming about.their cyst’m, and 
that people should work within their cyst'm 
to effect change. 


Obviously i'm not cut that way. Revo- 
lution is total and complete change, Homey. 
For Us, there is no difference between 
Independence and Reparation. They both 
mean the same thing and everything is sub- 
ject to the revolutionary process. That is 
what New Afrikan Revolutionary Nationa- 
lism is, Homes. Our nationalism is a step in 
the process toward total and complete liber- 
ation and is not based upon the superiority 
of one race over others, nor imperialism, 
and fascism. 


Mr. Jones appears to be angry with me 
because i call it as i see it. If i'm wrong, show 
me where i am wrong. Mr Jones should ask 
himself a few questions: Was/is this country 
and the global White Supremacy Power 
Cyst’m built, maintained, and perpetuated 
for the benefit of the White nations first? If it 
was/is then who should Mr. Jones be angry 
with? me and those of Us who oppose the 
cyst'm? Or, the cyst’m and those who sup- 
port the cyst’m? 


Mr. Jones’ displaced hostility suggests 
that he is apologetic and ashamed for those 
of Us who are angry. What is that, Mr. 
Jones, other than the same old “please 
massa White man, all us’ns good colored 
folks aint lak dem bad niggahs” show? 


As far as We are concerned, when you 
have Whites who claim to be “progressive,” 
“radical,” “leftist,” etc., but then would 
deny an oppressed people access to what- 
ever resources and other benefits they have 
by virtue of their Whiteness, and have 
claimed to offer their assistance, but only if 
the oppressed sing and dance to their tune, 
We call that an attempt to co-opt, and racist. 
When that kind of action comes from the 


“left” We call it New Wave Racism. It’s — 


racism with a new flavor. 


Nationalism 





end stipport, in 
oppression/racism, to Indian Nations’ 
Treaty and Sovereignty rights and self- 
determination struggles, and/or to the 
Zapatistas’ struggle for National rights and 
relief, or to the Puerto Rican National 
Independence struggle, or to the IRA’s 
National struggle, or the Afrikan National 
Congress (Revolutionary nationalism in the 





ANC’s case), but will find all kinds of — 


excuses to not lend any support to the Black 


“National Independence struggle going on 


tight here in their own goddamned back 
yard, that, Homeboy, is Racism. And we call 
it what it is: Bullshit. 


When it comes down to Black folk here 


We're supposed to be accepting of what has - 


happened and is happening to Us. We're 
supposed to “suffer in silence,” as Malcolm 
X put it. We’re supposed to forget and for- 
give, to be grateful. We're supposed to let 
Our grievances slide and struggle for every- 
one else’s just claims at the expense of Our 
own because “We’re all oppressed now.” 
When We, Blacks/New Afrikans, demand 
and struggle for land and independence We 
are being divisive and racist, and exclusion- 
ary and all those other good terms White 
Supremacist and coward knee-grows toss 
around. Got some news for you, Homes, 
We aint buyin’ it and We aint gonna be 
quiet about it. There is such a thing as 
degrees of oppression. Just as doing time in 
a minimum security prison is less harsh 
than doing time in a control unit, economic 
oppression can be relieved by getting some 
money. Racial oppression cannot be 
changed by changing skin color. Ask 
Michael Jackson. 


As to my reference to my comrades and 
myself as “mad Afrikans,” let me put it 
another way: We’re Mad Dog Afrikans! And 
We bite, too. 


Accordingly, availing Ourselves of the 
cystm’s clinic-speak, We're clinically “mad”. 
Our thinking is “disordered” because We 
think and act in terms of Reparations, which, 
for Us, means destroying oppression. 
Which, clinically speaking, makes Us 







“insane” and “crazy.” And, yes, We are also 
“frantic” and “furious”. Frantic by virtue of 
the absolute need to repair the damage the 
cyst'm has done to oppressed peoples and 
what appears to be its gearing up for the 
“final solution” to the “Black problem,” and 


~ We’re furious as hell about it! 


It’s going to take “mad dog Afrikans” 
to win this struggle. Older Black folk used to 
always remind Us of my generation that a 
Black person had to be ten times better than 
the average White person to “make it” in 
this society. There has been no measurable 
change in that reality. It is, therefore, obvi- 
ous that to defeat oppression We have to be 
ten times more vicious than the oppressor. 
It’s good for the oppressed to be “mad”! 


To give an example of how old that 
wisdom is I'll tell the story of the Hebrew 
Joshua and his soldiers. 


Joshua was this cat who, according to 
the Hebrew story, was anointed to lead the 
Hebrew warriors into battle to clear the 
Hebrews’ way into the promised land. At 
the beginning of one expedition the Hebrew 
god sent a shout-out to Joshua and told him 
that this particular mission was especially 
hazardous and would take a special kind of 
warrior to win it. He told Joshua to take his 
warriors down to the river and that when 
they got to the river some of his warriors 
were going to stoop and cup their hands to 
drink from the river and that some would 
get down on all fours and lap the water. 
When this happened, the Hebrew god told 
Joshua, he would tell Him what to do then. 
Sho’ nuff, when they got to the river the 
overwhelming majority of them stooped 
and cupped their hands and drank. But 
there were a number who got down like 
dogs and lapped up their water. Yah came 
on-line and told Joshua to send home all 
those who cupped their hands to drink and go 


forth to battle with those who drank like dogs! 


All those who cupped their hands didn’t 
have the stomach to do what was necessary 


to win. The “dogs” went forth and took care 


To carry the metaphor a little further i will 
paraphrase Joshua: choose this day which = 
road you'll travel. As for me an Ne 
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shall make like mad dogs.  ă 
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Mr. Jones makes the silly statement 
that, “asking for reparations is similar to 
asking a person who robbed your bank to 
please return the money.” His insults and 
stupidity know no bounds. He goes on to 
write, “No, i dont agree with asking for 


„reparations from the government, i believe 


my mission as a revolutionary...” Mr. Jones, 
you are not a revolutionary, you don’t even 
know what revolution is. 


First of all, as i'm sure you are aware, 
when you take something from someone, 


_ especially a bank, they put their “dogs” on 


you. You either get bit, killed, or get away. 
Secondly, to demand material reparations from 
the fiends who have stripped Us of Our 
material is to tell them to check it in, or get 
checked in! That is not the grovelling and 
begging that you imply N’COBRA and the 
New Afrikan Independence Movement (the 
PG-RNA and NAPO are members of 
N’COBRA) are doing and saying. Every- 
thing designed to bring about total and 
complete Reparation/Independence is strategy 
and tactics. Demands, homey, are for the 
People!: to sharpen contradictions, thereby 
clarifying and articulating the struggle; to 
heighten the level of struggle; to gather and 
organize to win the ultimate objective. If Mr. 
Jones were a revolutionary he would know 
and understand at least some of that. Just as 
he would know that reparation begins with 
self. You first have to repair the damage that 
has been done to the mind. That is what 
reparation means: Repair of the damage: To 
become a revolutionary/reparator one 
would have to have gone through a change, 
a repair, of one’s thought processes. 


As far as NCX, and others “being cor- 
rect by not leaning either way,” goes, again . 
you demonstrate that you have no idea 
about what revolution is about. You don’t. 
straddle the fence in a-war zone and hope 


continued on page 17 
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Indiana biological 


wartare 


“Biological warfare means to deliberately 
use a disease-producing micro-organisms to kill, 
destroy, injure people to exterminate animals 
and ruin, demolish vegetation.” 


The Native Nations, Potawatamie, 
' Miami, Delaware inhabited (before) what is 
called Indiana today before the euro-settlers 
came. In 1679 de French invaded this terri- 
tory under kkkolonialist agent Robert 
Cavalier sieur de La Salle who was given 
power by de kkkolonists to colonize Lake 
Michigan and the old Northwest region. 


Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan and 
Wisconsin were de Northwest Territory, and 
French settlers penetrated this area to gain 
land, slaves and furs. Lies, deceit, murder 
and theft were used to seize de Northwest 
Territory by French fur traders because 
many of these euro-settlers were Jesuit mis- 
sionaries — Society of Jesus — which was 
founded in 1534 by Ignatius Loyola in 1534. 


Genocide 


In Indiana, euro-settlers were using 
biological warfare by spreading viruses and 
bacteria de Native Nations had never expe- 


rienced, so they were not immune to protect 


themselves from infectious diseases. 
Smallpox, mumps, bubonic plague, 
measles, pneumonia, cholera and venereal 
diseases like syphilis, chancroid and gonor- 
rhea were used on de native nations to 
depopulate, destroy and murder them. 


Euro-settlers had created a smallpox 
pandemic in North Amerikkka such that 75 
percent of de Native population was des- 
troyed (see American Indian Holocaust and 
Survival: A Population History Since 1492 by 
Russell Thornton, University of Oklahoma 
Press). Epidemics of: plague, measles, typ- 
hus and scarlet fever were used on the 


tions until de m ‘OYT1 


indigenous Nations under English/British 
kontrol. 


In 1816 Indiana was admitted to de 
Union as de 19th state, and Native nations 
were isolated as slaves on reservations, and 
Afrikans were enslaved. Throughout de 
1800s and 1900s, euro-settlers consider 
Afrikans, de Native Nations and some 
oppressed Europeans as expendable 
humans to advance their stolen empire, and 
keep their wicked power in rulership. 


Many Oppressed People were used as 
guinea pigs to test these new drugs and 
given infectious diseases for experimental 
purposes. Another thought of de Oppressor 
was to use communicable diseases on many 
Oppressed People who were rebellious, 
insurrectionist, freedom fighter, socialist, 
communist, revolutionary, political prison- 
ers and Prisoners of War. 


Scientists/doctors study pathogenesis, 
which is de origin and development of a 
disease, and how to expose people to a dis- 
ease without detection. 


Tuberculosis is a contagious disease 
caused by de _ tubercle bacillus 


(Mycobacterium tuberculosis). Tubercle 
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bacillus has three types that affects people. 
(1) Human type is spread by people thru 
breathing, coughs and eating utensils. (2) 
Bovine type is spread by infected cattle thru 
contaminated meat or drinking milk. (3) 


Avian type is spread by infected birds and it. 


also exists in people. 


Tuberculosis attacks mostly de respira- 
tory system, but also it attacks de nervous 
system, joints, bones, lymph nodes, skin, 
genitourinary tracts and gastrointestinal 
system. A person will know if he/she has 
tuberculosis by de symptoms which are 
minor cough, milk fever, then later, fatigue, 
weight loss, night sweats and cough with 
bloody sputum. 


Maximum kontrol komplex 


On September 27, 1993, certain prison- 
ers were asked to take a poison injection for 
a mantoux tuberculosis test, and de prison- 
ers refused to take de poison injection 
because it violated some religious beliefs, 
and others did not trust administrators. But 
all prisoners agreed to take a chest x-ray as 
a tuberculosis test. 


On September 28, 1993, Hannibal (s/n 
Edward Broadus), Balagoon (s/n John 
Cole), Roosevelt Williams, Kapano 
Muhummad (s/n Vincent Hatchett), Betah 
Parmashta Ahinadad, Jones-Bey, Aaron 
Isby, Calvin Meredith, Carl Johnson, Robert 
Jordan, Leroy Jefferson, Billy Brown, Robert 
Faulton, Michael Hegwood and Osiris were 


placed in D-Pod on Tuberculosis Quaran- 


tine for refusing to take a poison injection;. 


Prisoners were placed under discipli- 
nary sanctions: no recreation, no telephone 


‘calls, no law library satellite, no library . 


book cart, showers only once a week, and 


gieo and radios were m But 
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ninistrat [Ors g rOt 


7 oriy u use de poison eon on prison- 


ers. Hannibal and Williams had tested posi- 


tive. Aaron Isby filed a law suit and emer- 
gency mandamus, which Judge Sharp 
granted a preliminary injunction for violat- 
ing his religious rights under de First 
Amendment. Prisoners were isolated in 
quarantine for thirty days. 


Again on February 2, 1995, administra- 
tors forcibly placed prisoners on tuberculo- 
sis quarantine in D-Pod, many without 
notification. Only about three prisoners 
were asked to take a poison injection for 
mantoux tuberculosis test but refused to 
take a poison injection. All prisoners asked 
to take a chest x-ray for a tuberculosis test. 


Quarantine means a place to isolate a 
person(s) with a contagious disease to pre- 
vent effective contact with people who do 
not have the disease. We must understand 
that de majority of these prisoners did not 
have tuberculosis, and were not taking 
medication for it. 


Superintendent Wright ordered Kalonji 
Jihad, Hannibal, Betah Parmashta 
Ahinadab, Roosevelt Williams, Aaron Isby, 
Jones-Bey, Abdul-Chadeed Muslims, Duke 
Meredith, Moore-Bey, Christopher Naeem 
Trotter, Leroy Jefferson and White placed in 
the tuberculosis quarantine section. 


Aaron Isby had already been granted a 
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preliminary injunction against a poison injec- 
tion, and Hannibal, Williams and Meredith 
had already tested positive. But Wright 

imposed disciplinary sanction — no recre- 
ation, no phones, no law library, no daily 
showers, food served in sacks only — to 
force them to submit to the poison injection. 


This is supposed to be a contagious 
disease section but Duke Meredith left on a 
Court order for a hearing in Indianapolis. 
Ahinadab was transfered to Wabash facility. 
After Meredith’s return he took the injec- 
tion. White, Trotter and Moore-Bey have 
also taken it and have been placed back in 
so-called population. 


Under de disguise of tuberculosis quar- 


-antine, some say it is retaliation for de class 


action suit; some say it is to impose more 
oppressive conditions; some say it is to give 
de conscious prisoners tuberculosis. 
Hannibal, Williams, Isby, Jones-Bey, Abdul 
and Kalonji Jihad are de last quarantined 
prisoners, whom de prisoncrats want to 
have tuberculosis. This is Indiana’s germ 
warfare. © 


Help to keep their spirits wp, write: 


Kalonjt Jihad #13303 
P.O. Box 557 Maximum Control Complex 
Westville IN 46391-0557 








Control at Warkworth 


The control unit mentality is alive and 
flourishing at Warkworth Institution. The 
administration has seized upon a novel 
approach through which to achieve their 
goals. They have total control of the inmate 
committee through the use of a co-opera- 
tive prisoner as leader. This has provided 
them with a methdd of getting around the 
legal mandates outlined in the Correctional 
and Conditional Release Act (CCRA) which 
govern how they deal with prisoners. 


Every six months the total prisoner 
population votes for a single representative 
to interact with the administration freely. 
The last election was contested by five can- 
didates. The winner and current chairman 
was elected by less than one quarter of the 
total vote. Many prisoners objected to this 


and called for a run off between the top two - 


so that the process would be purely democ- 
ratic. The administration denied this since it 
was their man that won. This has had some 
very serious effects upon our rights. 


The CCRA (Section 74) states that the 
Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) must 
seek inmate input before decisions affecting 
the population as a whole or changes are 
implemented. With their man as chairman 
they can simply implement any changes or 
decisions they want and say they had the 
support of the inmate committee. The reality, 
however, is that no prisoner even knows 
about these decisions or changes let alone 
has opportunity to provide input until after 
implementation of the decisions. Complaints 
by inmates that they were not informed are 
denied by CSC who state that it is not their 
fault the committee failed to elicit input from 
the population. Since this is to their benefit 
they disregard the spirit in which the Section 


74 of the CCRA was written. 


Many of us have tried to open the eyes 
of the current chairman but administrative 
brainwashing has made him totally submis- 
sive and subservient to their attitudes. The 
reinforcement can be observed daily by 
watching how the staff interact with him. 
They listen, show compassion, and encour- 
age him to stick with it. They ameliorate the 
pressure by treating him as a human being. 
This stands out as something to be noticed. 


Recently the committee published a 
new constitution. Besides the fact it looked 
like a standard CSC document, they insert- 
ed a new one year term for the committee 
chairman. The telling part is that the present 
chairman denied rumors of a one year term 
until after ratification of constitutional 
changes. The committee no longer needed 
to worry about termination of their term in 
office because the chairman’s term had been 
extended with a slipped-in clause about 
changes to the constitution. Now changes 
must be fully discussed with the population 
and voted on — a democratic luxury includ- 
ed to protect an autocratic document. 


In an article published in a CSC peri- 
Odical last fall, Warden Provan spoke of the 
formula through which he attributes the 
success at Warkworth of controlling prison- 
ers. He said the control of inmates is best 
accomplished “by keeping them busy with 
the piddling things so they won’t have time 
for the bigger things.” The inmate commit- 
tee provides the perfect vehicle for carrying 
out this psychological warfare. Mr. Provan 
neglects to say that often the big things he 
refers to are breaches of the CCRA like ille- 
gal strip searches, unregistered psycholo- 


gists, and coercion into treatment. 


The administration uses the committee 
as a tool to avoid dealing with prisoners 
individually. Any complainant is referred to 
the committee. This serves to accomplish 
three purposes. First, they get to delay legit- 
imate prisoner complaints. Second, they are 
able to use the chairman to dissuade pris- 
oners from complaining. He does this by 
trying to get them to see the reasonableness 
of not rocking the boat. If this is not suc- 
cessful he keeps them delayed with his 
“reasonable” excuses. Third, the adminis- 
tration gains current knowledge on prison- 
er activities and strategies. 


The most alarming effect of this control 
is that it is insidiously contagious. New 
prisoners are led to believe that this is the 
way to do time. Prisoners are indoctrinated 
to believe they must cooperate in this fash- 
ion in order to get anything. The sad part is 
that prisoners find out too late what that co- 
operation really means. Co-operation 
means allowing CSC to do anything they 
want, look the other way when the law is 
broken and our rights are infringed upon, 
and inform on others. Prisoner co-operation 
is the key to CSC control] and continued 
incarceration. 


Co-operation is so rampant at Wark- 
worth that the independent thinking pris- 
oners who are aware of what is happening 
form a tiny minority. Those who will actu- 
ally speak out against it are fewer still. The 


control and manipulation of the inmate 


committee is administration’s first line of 
both attack and defence which is proving 
very effective. Thanks Bulldozer for keep- 
ing us informed and in touch with the reali- 
ties we face in prison. 


Christopher Chamberlain 
Box 760 
Campbellford Ont KOL 1L0 
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Imprisonment fails 


The recent signing into law of the 
Crime Bill by which prison populations will 
no doubt skyrocket even further prompts 
me to examine the historical facts about 
prisons in modern times. While imprison- 
ment has existed in one way or another way 
since early civilization, massive imprison- 
ment is a relatively new thing, dating back 
only a few centuries to be specific, to the 
late 1400s. 


In England, more so than in other 
European countries by the end of the 
Middle Ages, there were numerous peasant 
farmers who owned their own plots, about 
5-10 acres on the average, but enough for 
subsistence agriculture. By the end of the 
15th century those plots were expropriated, 
the peasants driven out by force, some of 
them fled into neighboring islands, most 
poured into the cities and towns and 


became beggars. Jo solve the problem of the 


thousands upon thousands of beggars 
crowding every British town, massive 
imprisonment was invented: for profit! 


It was called “farming the poor,” that is, 
putting them into prisons, and forcing them 
to labor for the jailer’s profit. In turn, the 
jailers had to pay part of their profits to the 
parishes or counties. In Chapter XX VIL, Note 
4 of Capital 1 Marx quotes British sources: 


“Question 9 — Some of the more wealthy 
farmers in the parish have devised a 
skillful mode by which all the trouble of 
executing this Act (the 43rd of Elizabeth) 
might be avoided. They have proposed 
that we shall erect a prison in the parish, 
and then give notice to the neighbor- 
hood, that if any persons are disposed to 
farm the poor of this parish, they do give 
in sealed proposals, on a certain day, of 
the lowest price at which they will take 
them off our hands; and that they will be 


authorised to refuse t to any one > unlesshe | 





bethan times. 


But the problem of beggars would not 
go away, no matter how many prisons were 
built: after all, the beggars had some nasty 
habits such as eating that persisted despite 
repression. So next came the “Poor Laws” 
with provisions against beggars and espe- 
cially recidivists. In chapter XXVII, Pon 
Legislation Against the pied... 
Marx writes: 


“In England this legislation began under 
Henry VII. 


“Henry VIII, 1530: Beggars old and | 


unable to work receive a beggar’s 
license. On the other hand, whipping 
and imprisonment for sturdy 
vagabonds. They are to be tied to the 
cart-trail and whipped until the blood 
streams from their bodies, then to swear 
an oath to go back to their birthplace or 
to where they have lived the last three 
_ years and to ‘Put themselves to labour.” 


“What grim irony! In 27 years after 
Henry VII the former statute is repeated, 
but strengthened with new clauses. For 
the second arrest for vagabondage the 
whipping is to be repeated and half the 
ear sliced off; but for the third relapse 
the offender is to be executed as a hard- 
ened criminal and enemy of the common 
weal.” 


Any resemblance between Olde 
English “Poor Laws” and the New Crime 
Bill “three strikes and you're out” is not a 
coincidence. 
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be shut up in 1 the aforesaid "prison. The moe 


proposers of this plan conceive that there 
will be found in the adjoining counties, 
persons, who, being unwilling to labour 
and not possessing substance of credit to take 

a farm or shtp, so as to live without labor, 
may be induced to make a very advanta- 
geous offer to the parish. If any of the 
poor perish under the contractor's care, 
the sin will lie at his door, as the parish 
will have done its duty by them.” 


The “persons...unwilling to labour and 
not possessing substance of credit...so as to 
part describes the 
qualifications of prison guards in Eliza- 


Actually the Poor Laws became worse 
with time, from Henry VII to James I and 
thereafter, as each succeeding monarch 
tried to appear “tougher on crime” than her 
or his predecessor. Just as we see today. 


Imprisonment has already bankrupted 
most any state in the u.s. to the exclusive 
benefit of prisoncrats and their cronies, such 
as architects and contractors building pris- 
ons. Providing jobs for rural, mostly white 
areas, at the expense of imprisoning mostly 
African American and Xicano youth from 
the depressed central cities. While costs 
keep going up. 


In Texas, for example, not even $2 bil- 
lion in bonds (thus far, with more bond 
elections sure to come) are enough to pay 
for imprisonment; that is, to pay some $30K 
a year for each of the over 75,000 Texans 
now in prison; instead of spending the 
same $30K over a 4 or 5 year period and 
offer each of those more than 75,000 Texans 
a college education. A state lottery, propos- 
als for paramutual horse racing, all short of 
Friday Night neighborhood bingos by the 
various Watch Committees or Crime 
Stoppers, all to support the skyrocketing 
cost of prisons, have been insufficient to bail 
out the state treasury. To pay for prisons, 
the state further cuts public employment, 
education and social programs, which in 
turn generates more imprisonment. 


_Is there a solution to the spiraling 
financial crunch created by more and more 
imprisonment? Yes, it’s called Revolution. To 
take away from the rich the ownership of 
the means of production, and put these at 
the service of the people. To free the current 
1.5 million prisoners in Amerikkka, provide 
a decent livelihood for every American, and 





throw in prison the real criminals: those in 
high government places, prison officials 
and police. Under revolutionary rule, that 
is, people’s rule, automation need not be a 
source of unemployment, but of reduced 
work hours while production stays the 
same. More technological advances would 
be welcome by all, instead of being for so 
many a cause of misery and grief. 


Reducing weekly hours from 40 to 30, 
for example would generate 25 percent 
more jobs; using 5 shifts (33.6 hrs/wk) 
instead of 4 shifts (42 hr/wk) on continu- 
ously run industries, would generate 20 
percent more jobs; more than enough to 
give a decent job to each and every 
American today. Instead, the amerikkkan 
solution is to lay off more and more work-’ 
ers whenever automation permits it. Under 
the current capitalist system, only con- 
cerned with profit and not with human 
beings, providing each of today’s 1.5 mil- 
lion prisoners with a college education 
would only result in 1.5 million college 
graduates without a job. Under revolution- 
ary rule, it would mean a better educated 
society, that is, a better society generally, 
and jobs for all. 


Things do not have to be that way: 
which is, hopeless. But only We The People 
can turn things around. Replacing increas- 
ingly fascist amerikkka with wholesome and 
healthy America with democracy for all. 


Do elections offer any hope? In today’s 
elections, whether federal, state or local, 
winning candidates no longer speak their 
thoughts, but what very specialized (and 
expensive) pollsters tell them would be 
popular to say. No one can get elected today 
without spending a fortune: which only 
rich sponsors can provide. So while voters 
still vote, they do not really elect; at most, 
voters just select between two candidates 
representing the interests of their sponsors: 
the rich. Which is why barely 20 to 30 per- 


cent of adult Americans get registered and 


end up voting at all. 


to turn things around in our favor, We The 
People have only one recourse: a revolt 
tionary change. Or, how Thomas Jefferson” 
wrote in the Declaration of Independence: 
[W]hen a long Train of Abuses and 
Usurpations, pursuing invariable the same 
Object, evinces a Design to reduce [the 
People] under absolute Despotism, it is [the 
People’s] Right, it is their Duty, to throw off 
such Government, and to provide new | 
Guards for their future Security.” °° 


Ana Lucia Gelabert #384484 
9055 Spur 591 
Amarillo TX 79107 





Bulldozer Notes 


LATE AGAIN with the usual reasons apply- 
ing: relying on technology to save work 
that didn’t come through, waiting for a cre- 
ative surge to help carry us through the 
work, difficult times personally, other polit- 
ical work, etc. But we are coming out of this 
less-stressed than ever, in better shape in 
terms of being caught up with the mail (not 
perfect, just better, I know I owe lots of per- 
sonal letters myself), and energized by the 
way in which the anti-prison work is start- 


- ing to really take off locally. 


MONEY is getting harder to come by. Costs 
for printing and postage have both climbed 
since the beginning of the year, with more 
increases in printing to come. If you've ever 


considered sending us some money, now is - 


a good time to do it. We aren’t in a crisis sit- 
uation, but as I write this just before going 
to press, we’re borrowing money on the 
strength of the next paycheck to pay the 
printer and mailing company. A surge in 
our cash flow now would help take us into 
the fall by which time some other money 
may come through. 


TOO MUCH MATERIAL: We received a lot of 
material that we could not put into this 
issue. Our apologies to those whose work 


we didn’t run. 


SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS: We ask that every- 
one be in contact with us at least once every 
six issues. On the left hand side of the mail- 
ing label, the number above your name 
gives the issue number we last heard from 
you. We recently sent out letters to every- 
one whose labels show “44” and you 
should respond before the next issue comes 
out. Within the next month, we will be 
sending out letters to those who show a 


_ “45” on the label, and we will need to hear 


from you as well. (The number on the right 
side is from the zip code.) 


POSTAL BOXES: For various reasons, we use 
three different mail boxes. The “Box 5052, 
Stn A” address is the best one to send let- 
ters and articies to. Mail sent to the 
Lewiston, NY box in particular often takes a 
while to get to us. We are required to have 
this box by U.S. 2nd class mailing regula- 
tions. It is cheaper for U.S. prisoners to send 
to this box, and that is understandable, but 
it is not as dependable, nor as fast, as the 
Station ʻA’ address. The Dundas St box is 
used to mail out copies between issues. We 
do get this mail, but the Station ‘A’ address 
is better. 


SUMMER ACTIVITIES: Plans for Aug. 10 — 
Prisoners’ Justice Day events are already in 
the works. PJD in Canada goes back to the 
mid-seventies with work-stoppages and 
fasts on the inside and solidarity events on 
the outside. The main theme is to remember 
all the prisoners who have died from unnat- 
ural causes in prison. Recently the idea has 
spread to England and California. 


AN ABC CONFERENCE will be held in 
Toronto, August 26-27. Anti-authoritarian 
and anti-prison groups are hosting the 
weekend of workshops and plenaries, invit- 
ing all ABC groups and other activists to 
participate to strengthen the prisoner sup- 
port and advocacy work being done by the 
growing network. The Conference will be 
preceded by a two-week showing of us. 
political prisoners’ art-works currently tour- 
ing north america to raise funds and sup- 
port to save Mumia Abu Jamal from the 
death penalty. PNS will report more details 
and information about these events. 


For more information about any of these 
happenings, please contact us. It is a good 
time to become involved in doing anti- 
prison work. © 


Write: 


PNS: 
Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont M5W 1W4 


PNS needs 
Te aT 


Subscribe 
send a donation 


get someone else to 
subscribe 


take up a collection 


but most of all 
keep resisting! 


Subs $10/6 issues 
Institutions $25/yr. 
Write: 

Prison News Service 
Box 5052 Station A 
Toronto Ont 
MSW 1W4 
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Links without chains 


We can’t even begin to publish all of 
the letters and support requests from and 
for various prisoners.The following are 
some of those we've received. . 





SNAKE BITES: Tim Volk was bitten by a 


rattle snake while doing field work for the 
Texas system. His overseer had made a 
habit of asking him to dispose of live snakes 
that the work crew came across. He writes 
that, he “filed a § 1983 in the U.S. District 
Court Western District of Texas, claiming 
that several of the field officers violated his 
Sth and 14th amendment rights. That they 
knew of the dangerous conditions, that 
caused mental torment and physical injury, 
knowing that without proper training and 
equipment, they were acting with ‘deliber- 
ate indifference’ and ‘callous disregard’ for 
~ my safety. Then the officers also improperly 
punished me for just following an order. I 
have spent several hours researching my 
case, and would appreciate any type of 
expertise in venomous snakes, testimony 
from qualified people at universities dealing 
with snakes, as well as any legal assistance 
and case history that may help me. Human 
lives are not a package commodity that can 
be jeopardized in such a way. Thank you for 
your time concerning this matter.” oo 


In Struggle, 

Tim Volk #600609 

Rt1 Box 4 

Dilley, TX 78017-9722 


SHE FOUGHT BACK: Anne Louise (Sno- 
oky) Riley-Apodaca is presently incarcerat- 
ed at the Western New Mexico Women’s 
Correction Facility, in Grants, New Mexico, 
serving a Life sentence, plus nine years, for 
the murder of her husband, Edward Apo- 
daca, on the night of April 17, 1990. She is 
requesting Executive Clemency and/or 
Pardon based upon circumstances and 
milsean which has taco, since her 


ANC 
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and identifiable condition, not a closet 
excuse for violence. She was convicted 
November 18, 1991, and her sentence was 
handed down January 17, 1992. It was to be 
two more years before the trend strength- 
ened toward real understanding of and 
sympathy for battered women. 


At the time of the his killing, Edward 
Apodaca was under investigation by the 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation in regards 
to the kidnapping, rape and possible mur- 
der of a young girl from Clear Creek 
County in that state. His brutality against 


her is well documented, and as so often in 
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you don’t get smoked. You either step up, 
step off, or get stepped on. You're for the 
oppressed, or against. 


To equate New Afrikan Revolutionary 
Nationalism and A.M. 31 with the aryan 
brotherhood is about as stupid and traitor- 
ous as it gets. Again, you demonstrate you 
have no idea of which way is up. To equate 
the struggle of the oppressed with the 
actions of the oppressor as you have done, 
especially using the same phrasing that 
New Wave White Supremacists use, is to 
demonstrate that you are just a brittle tabula 
rasa upon which your creator wrote for you 
to project. i wish you all would come up 
with something more concrete and original. 


Dig: to beat the shit out of a wumin 
and force her to have sex is a violent act of 
oppression. If that wumin killed her oppres- 
sor that would be an act of violence. A justi- 


these cases, it was on top of a lifetime of 
abuse she had already suffered. She needs 
letters and petitions signed on her behalf. 
Some women have been able to get freed by 
showing that their “violent acts” were a 
response to years of abuse. But to get out 
they need support. If you can assist her by 
taking around petitions, or writing letters, 
or giving her information on similar situa- 
tions, please get in touch with her/. 


Letters can be sent to the Governor 
asking that he look at her case and grant 
Executive clemency. Write: 


Governor Gary Johnson 
State Capitol Rm 400 
Santa Fe NM 


Write to her at: 


Anne Louise Apodaca-Riley # 40747 
P.O. Box 800 CCA/NMWCF 
Grants NM 87020 


MEDICATION STRIKE: Rejell A. Tillis is refus- 
ing all medication to treat his Glaucoma, 
even though he is blind in one eye and los- 
ing sight in the other as a means of protest- 
ing the violence done to him in the 
McConnell Unit in the Texas prison system. 
(See article on page 9 for details of the vio- 
lence routinely done to prisoners held 
there. Tillis was beaten by some of the 
guards named in the story.) Tillis says he 
will continue with his strike until the staff 
quit retaliating against him for his writ- 
writing, and more generally quit using vio- 
lence against the prisoners in the unit. Send 
letters to: 


Warden Leslie W. Woods 
McConnell Unit 
3001 S. Emily Dr. 


Beeville TX 78102 


For more information, write: 
Write to Rejell es Tillis #571596 : at 


the above address. Send him copies of an 


letters sent to the warden. And drop him a 
line as well. 


ARTIST soon going home. (See cover of 
#48, and page 13 this issue.) Foo Chee Seng 
is a Malaysian doing time in Germany, 
counting down his time before release. He 
is an anti-racist, anti-fascist who has suf- 
fered much during his years in the German 
prisons. He would like to hear from anyone 
interested in anti-fascist work. Write to: | 


Foo Chee Seng 

VA Rheinbach 
Aachener Strabe 47 
5308 Rheinbach 
Germany 


fied act of reparation. She would have 
repaired the damage done to her by her 
oppressor by whatever means were avail- 
able to her. If she demanded of the chump 
that he either do something to right the 
wrong he’s committed, or she was going to 
check his ass in, would she be begging or 
grovelling? Would she be wrong? I dont 
think so. Likewise, Our people have been 
raped. We demand that the rapist do some- 
thing to right the wrong. If they dont, We're 
going to check their asses in. We are going 
to make the reparation of Black people as 
much, or more of, an ordeal for the oppres- 
sor as Our oppression has been for Us! Can 
you get to that? co 


Reparators Up! pigs down. 
Prince Imari #563888 
Ellis One Unit 

Huntsville TX 77343 


u get back to yOU aS SOON. aS | possible. 
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The Center for Advocacy of Human Rights 


(UnCompromising Books) 
P.O. Box 880 
. Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557-0880 
(505) 751-0197 


An open letter to all prisoners 
March 6, 1995 
Greetings in solidarity: 


We pray this finds all of you and your loved ones in Seong health and Pih and 
with the strength to endure the hardships of your battles. 


The reason for this letter is to clarify what we (as “we” are at the Center) can and 
cannot do for you. Every day we receive numerous letters from prisoners around the | 
country seeking our assistance with their struggles and we are simply not in a position 
to assist prisoners with their individual cases. Let us explain: Since we founded the 
Center together last spring, Deborah has put up all the funds for the organization (with 
the exception of a generous $800 grant from the people of Resist! in Somerville, MA); 
and Little Rock has answered most of the mail. Now, Deborah simply can no longer 
financially support the organization and, as Little Rock has had to take an outside job 
to help us make ends meet, he no longer has the time to answer all the mail we receive. 


The bottom line is this: We simply cannot afford to work any more for free, so we 
are putting aside the next several months to focus on grant-writing and fund-raising. 
Every day we get pages and pages of unsolicited hand-written letters and legal docu- 
ments from prisoners asking us to review their cases. We neither have the time to 
review these documents nor the funds to return them to you. (We also cannot accept 
collect calls from prisoners.) We wish we could help all of you as we know you are all 
suffering and struggling, but reviewing individual cases (whether criminal or civil) 
and representing individual prisoners is not what we do. 


During the next few months, the only projects we will be involved in, besides 
fund-raising, are as follows: 


1) Little Rock will continue to oversee the ACA project; 


2) We will continue offering limited consultation and advice on American Indian 
prisoners’ religious freedom issues; 


3) Weare also helping the Lakota elders with some issues; and 


4) To the extent possible, we will continue trying to educate the public about the 
criminal justice system and prison issues, including control units, and trying to 
support political prisoners. 


From now on, if you need to write to us, please send along a stamped envelope or 
you probably won’t hear back from us (do not address the envelope if our response 
should come to you via legal mail; we'll address it to you ourselves). Also, please do 
not send us any unsolicited documents of any kind, as we are generally unable to read 
or return them to you. If you feel that your situation is something we are able and will 
to address, based on the above, then write us a one-page letter explaining the essential 
facts of your situation and what you want us to do. If we are able to assist you, we'll 


PAP aI eS 





At any rate, we hope this will Be nep to ose of you rwhe have written or are 
considering writing to us in the near future. We realize that many of you are struggling 
hard and are deserving of support. We really do wish there was more we could do, but 
honestly, we are already doing everything we can — with a focus on having the broad- 
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est possible impact we can, given our limited resources. 


Thank you for your understanding. May the Creator bless each and every one of 
you and your loved ones with strength, good health, and peace. 


In resistance, 


a eS 


Deborah Garlin 
President 


Lathe Fol 


Little Rock Reed 
Vice President 


Anti-Racist Action seeking to 
connect with incarcerated anti-fascists 


Over the past while, Anti Racist Action 
has become increasingly aware of the fact 
that at the same time as organizing efforts 
by the extreme right are intensifying on the 
street, they are also increasing in other 
places where the fascists assume they can 
find the most vulnerable people to prey on, 
such as prisons. 


Their mere presence forces those they 
target for recruitment to fight for their own 
humanity and those they target for extermi- 
nation to fight for their very lives. We are 
aware that this struggle only becomes all 
the more physical and intense behind the 
walls. 


One of the most important principles 
to our anti-fascist/anti-racist work on the 
Outside is that neo-nazis must not be per- 
mitted space anywhere, not in the streets, 
workplaces, schools, social spaces, or gov- 
erning institutions. 


We see no excuse for making prisons 
any exception, especially when we see 
them increasingly becoming governing 


institutions on their own. As more and 
more of the most marginalized and 
oppressed peoples in society are being 
warehoused in these hell-holes, groups 
such as the KKK, Aryan Nations, and vari- 
ous christian fundamentalists are every bit 
as active in trying to manipulate the 
already rampant racism, homophobia, and 
womyn-hating for their own sick ends as 
they are on the streets. 


It is for all these reasons that we are 
seeking to connect with incarcerated anti- 
fascists everywhere, whether you.are some- 
one active in counter-recruitment and edu- 
cation, someone combatting them for the 
sake of your own survival, or someone 
resisting being made into one of their 
shocktroops. 


If you want to get in touch, please con- 
tact us at: 
Anti-Racist Action 


P.O. Box 664, Station C 
Toronto M6] 3S1. ~% 
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Dig this! 


As a preface to my remarks, it appears 
that i must clarify, again, that iam not a dip- 


lomat and A.M. 31 is not a diplomatic corps. 


i'm from the streets and proud of it: and i 
prefer to speak/write as such and to give 
any analysis, etc., some street-level rele- 
vance. 


So, pardon me if i'm not very polite 
and i tend to shoot first and ask questions 


later. It’s layin’ like that. In the streets life is 


hard and raw and “game” is a life and 
death proposition where “slip goes” and 
slippin’ will cause your ass to be removed 
from the game — permanently like. In def- 
erence, however, to some folks and their 
regrets, i will be nice in this response to 
North Coast Xpress (NCX) and others. 


In PNS #49 NCX states that NCX did 
not assert to A.M. 31 that they were against 
reparations for Black people, thus my “out- 
rage” and “epithets” directed at them (and 
others) is misplaced. They also allude to the 
cause of the “dispute” between NCX and 
A.M. 31 as being the result of my being 
upset that NCX did not print some material 
We had sent them. 


First of all, We (A.M. 31) have gone 
over this issue point by. point in depth and 
detail in a booklet We publish entitled It’s 
About Reparations With Us... We stand by 
the analysis and revelations in the booklet. 


i state here, unequivocally, (as We did 
in the booklet) that their not printing any- 
thing of Ours is not what prompted the type 
of response We made then and are making 
now. We send a lot of material all the time 
to all kinds of media — alternative, main- 
stream, Black, White, Red and psychedelic. 


_ Most of it never reaches print, or radio, ortv. |, 
PNS can attest to the fact that there are a 


number of items of mine and A.M. 31’s that 
do not make it into PNS. 


Not printing Our material is not the 
problem. Telling Us that We are wrong 





_because We are demanding a pittance of 


monetary reparations (“the $22 billion ear- 
marked for the ‘crime bill”) and Black com- 
munity Parole Boards was only the first 
mistake NCX made in relation to A.M. 31 
and myself in particular. 


The other mistake was to assume that i 
was some sort of “johnny-come-lately” 
wannabe who would not pick up on and see 
through and mash on a stupid, condescend- 
ing, racist and chauvinistic letter, chock full 
of the semiotic codes Whites toss around to 
each other to elicit specific fascist-type rally- 
round-the-flag responses from Whites and 
which are warning signals for Blacks. 


The NCX states they made no assertion 
they are against Black people’s reparation. 
The totality of the contents of their letter to 
Us of 5-29-94 suggests otherwise. 


NCX begins their 5-29-94 letter to Us by 
telling Us what their “working class read- 
ers” would not buy. That’s fine. We’re not 
trying to reach the white working class any- 
way, not primarily, at least. Our target is the 
angry Black youth. We aim to channel that 
anger and to show Our children who the 
real enemy is. And We target those of Us 
who are already locked down who want to 
do some concrete and effective struggling. 
We really don’t give a damn about the 
White working class as a class. That class, as 
We demonstrate in Our booklet, for all 
intents and purposes, is the enemy — 
Marxian analysis of that class being the 
potential revolutionary class notwithstand- 
ing. They have been, are, and it appears, will 
be, the enemy of Black people. As a class. 


NCX’s 5-29-94 letter to Us was obvious- 
ly written in anger and in haste: Anger at the 


„audacity of these Blacks who would demand 


euE ae for Black ae and not for 
“everyone,” and hasti til 
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In their letter to Us of 5-29-94 ac Haas by 


accusing Us of something that We did not 


do, which they could not have accused Us 


of, had their anger not blinded them to what 
was being said. The response of NCX which 


y done eee eS 








rE ae V TY TANT AY Te Ss 
DE = ALV a C Ofra 





appeared in PNS #49 is much- more thought” 


out — though still wrong in its assumptions 
as its analysis is made from a purely chau- 
vinistic paradigm. 

Since when do We need the oppressor 
class telling Us they have Our best interests 
at heart? Thanks, but no thanks. How dare 
they tell Us Our demands are “unfair” 
because they assume Our demands, “omit 
other racial minorities just as affected by 
oppression and injustice. It also omits con- 


. sideration of the class-based oppression in 


this country...” The nerve of these racists! 
The problem they have is the problem most 
racists have: the racist, arrogant and chau- 
vinistic idea that Black people are supposed 
to forget the damage that has been done to 
Us by 500 years of White aggression against 
Us and they dress this racist sentiment up 
with bullshit rhetoric like, “We're all op- 
pressed”: As if economic oppression is the 
same as racial and national oppression — 
and Marxian analyses that conveniently 
sidestep the reality of White supremacy and 
its concomitant racial hierarchy. - 


some of Us are not fooled by these code 
words. We understand that when NCX talks 
of, “working-class audience...”, “the radical 
left...” eE people who think in 
stereotypes...” etc., they are talking about 
and invoking images of White people and 
their need to do something about their dete- 
riorating economic, thus social, condition. 
Being unemployed, underemployed, last 
hired, first fired, struggling from paycheck 
to paycheck, and living from hand to mouth 
is nothing new to Black folk. 


It’s the same dynamic when so-called 


right-wing conservative politicians talk of © 


“state’s rights”. Black people know those 
crackers aren’t simply talking about the 
right of states to not have to abide by “fed- 
erally unfunded mandates.” 


Likewise when amerikkkan (Whites 
and their colored boot-licking lackeys) 
politicians denounce “unwed mothers” on 
welfare as “stealing taxpayers’” money, an 

t etc, the me > 
people understand those politicians aren’t 
talking about White wimmin who outnum- 
ber Black wimmin on the welfare rolls, pro- 
portionally or otherwise. We know the 


attack is on young Black wimmin. Who do 
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you think of when you hear and think of 
welfare “cheats” and children having chil- 
dren.to increase their welfare payments? 


We understand that NCX’s problem 
with Us is the way We have articulated and 
guided the struggle for reparation for Black 
people. And, as we have stated elsewhere, 
the issue of Black reparations is dangerous 
and frightening — for Whites! Black repara- 
tion’s struggle has the potential of causing 
individual and mass attacks by Blacks 
against Whites as individuals and anything 
and everything associated with Whites and 
reminiscent of White power. And that is 
what white formations such as NCX really 
fear. That is why they are insulting Us by 
trying to define Our struggle for Us. We say 
everything is Reparations with Us! and the 
struggle to repair (reparation) the damage 
done to Us began when the very first 
Afrikan resisted her/his aggressor. How 
dare some arrogant racist tell Us, “Deman- 
ding that the entire $22 billion earmarked 
for the Crime Bill — which targets all races 
— go exclusively to Black communities 
would not be well received by non-Black 
prisoners or non-Black community mem- 
bers. [his is not an issue about reparations.” 
(emphasis mine) Here not only are they 
attempting to define Black folks’ struggles 
for Us, but they've got the nerve to speak for 
Us too! If that is not arrogance or chauvin- 
ism someone please tell me what is it? 


NCX states they, “do not have the luxu- 
ry of preaching to the converted.” We find 
this statement insulting. This statement is to 
say that those of Us who, presumably are 
“preaching to the converted” are engaging 
in unworthy and silly work. It’s silly to 
talk/write to those who already see it your 
way, right? 


Not only do We find the statement 
insulting but We see it as a calculated move 
to devalue Our work. We fail to see, on the 
one hand, where We’re preaching to the 
converted. Who is “converted” when you 


; have an Arabized Afrikan, Robert Jones, 
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In response to de struggle for 


clarity and unity 


In the Jan/Feb PNS, Brotha Shaka 
provide a critique of an article/ proposal 
that was in PNS 47 entitled “The New 
Afrikan Community Drug Initiative.” I 
would like to briefly respond to his cri- 
tique for i am the author of it. First of all, 
let me say i totally agree with Brotha Sha- 
ka critique. It was an accurate and a con- 
crete analysis of the particulars that were 
proposed, so he is to be commended. 


This is not a critique of Brotha Shaka 
critique, for as i stated above his critique 
is well articulated. I just wanted to have 
this opportunity to expand on Brotha 
Shaka critique as well as make some 
clarifications myself. By no means do I 
or the Black Guerrilla Family believe in 
or support reformist politics nor will we 
ever encourage the New Afrikan 
Community to depend on or support 
this government, the pigs in particular. 
Though I may not have to mention it, 
our position in regards to this govern- 
ment is well documented, especially 
within the prison system. We are New 
Afrikan revolutionaries who closely 
identify with the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement! With this 
said, do allow me to proceed. 


The New Afrikan Community Drug 


Initiative isnot a proposed solution to 


our drug problem. This initiative was 
specifically designed to stimulate dia- 
logue among the New Afrikan revolu- 


tionary community, and, I must admit, it 
is fulfilling its purpose, for Brotha Shaka 
is not the only New Afrikan revolution- 
ary who has responded to to the initia- 


tive, but his response was the most. 


informative, if not accurate critique or 
elaboration I have received thus far. 
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Brotha Shaka’s article should also be uti- 
lized as a blue-print towards discover- 
ing an effective solution to our drug 
problem. The time has come for the new 
Afrikan revolutionary to play a more 
active role in eradicating the many ills 
which has plagued our communities. I 


think Brotha Shaka as well as myself 
have set a premise by which we can ini- 
tiate collective discussion. PNS can be 
just one of many medium to wage our 
discussion: and not for rhetoric sake, but 
for the sake of building a New Afrikan 
Community. 


This is more than just a brief mis- 
sive, but a call to all New Afrikan revo- 
lutionary sistas and brothas to join in 
this discussion. Put forth your ideas, 
proposals and critique. For the time is 
now for us to consolidate our efforts. We 
constantly criticize the Nation of Islam, 
NAACP and the many other main- 
stream Black organizations for their 
reformist and oftentimes government- 
collaborative politics and proposals, but 
have we presented to our communities 
other than revolutionary rhetoric? The 
only way we’re going to win the people 
over to Our New Afrikan Independence 
Movement is by establishing programs 
that will meet their daily needs. Such as 
the Black Panther Ten-point platform, 
Frolinan as well as the B.G.F. Sover- 
eignty Manifesto. Revolutionary rhetoric 
is not going to feed the hungry, house 
the homeless, employ the unemployed, 
educate the illiterate, close down the 
control units, free all political prison- 
ers/P.O.W.s or liberate the oppressed. It 
all sound good and that’s about it. Let’s 
put our heads together and discover a 
resolution and execute that resolution. 
We have nothing to lose but our chains!! 


Power to the People who don’t fear Freedom! 
Abdul D. Shakur C-48884 

P.O. Box 7500 D-8-217 

Crescent City CA 95532 
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“We must emphasize re-build, i.e. that 
We must re-orient and re-organize, because 
the destruction to Our previous structures — 
and the reasons for it —- wasn’t of a mere 
quantitative nature. That is, the Movement 
and Our organizations didn’t suffer defeat 
and setback simply because of the state’s 
repression, but also — primarily — because 
Our “minds weren’t right”. Our thinking 
was faulty. Our practice wasn’t up to par.” 


Comrad-Brotha Atiba Shanna was 
dropping some strong science above in the 
excerpt that i used to begin this piece. 


However, a lot of people, apparently, 
haven't been exposed to it; or if they have, 


they've chosen to ignore the reality of it. 


= Case in point; in the Nov/Dec 1994 issue of 
Prison News Service, there ran an article 


under the title, New African Prisoners in 
Pelican Bay Call for Support. It was signed 
simply, A New Afrikan Prisoner at Pelican 
Bay State Prison, SHU. 


In this article, apparently written by a 
member of the Black Guerrilla Family 
(BGF), there are several points which need 


_ to be highlighted so as to bring pressure to 


bear on Our continued backward behavior 
set in motion by retarded theory. The writer 
of the piece postulates himself, us all, and 
the BGF, to be New Afrikans. While objec- 
tively, according to Article 1, Section 1, of 
the Code of Umoja (New Africa's 
Constitution), pertaining to New Afrikan 
citizenship, this is true; the writer, however, 
is misleading by suggesting that the BGF is 
a part of the New Afrikan Independence 
Movement (NAIM). This is not the case. The 
Black Guerrilla Family is, in fact, an exhaust- 
ed remnant of the Black Liberation 
Movement (BLM). The Black Liberation 
Movement, as We are ga aware, was 
defeated, its organizati 
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| 1970s, ae Cresson in n Sn 
gle of the BLM. Their politics, ideology, the- 


ory and practice flowed evenly along the 


lines set by the BLM. The prison struggle, 


which the BGF heroically carried forward, 
following Comrad George’s death, was only 
as sound as the dialectic from which it 
flowed — the Black Liberation Movement. 
While hindsight is 20/20, it is not always 
used to guide us forward. 


The “BLM” is a phrase and concept 
generally embraced only by the most 
“naive” among us, and by that variety of 


-petty-bourgeois forces who dominate the 
remnants of that movement. These forces | 
don’t believe in the reality or even the con- 


cept of the Nation. They don’t struggle for 
genuine independence and certainly not for 
socialism. “The ‘BLM’ is clearly distin- 
guished from the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement, though the dis- 


| | 
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against reparations. You can only be a 
counter-revolutionary. 


Who is converted when We end up 
telling some White leftist the same damned 
things Our parents and grandparents have 


- been telling their parents and grandparents 


ever since their people put their shit-eating 
hands on Us? 


Who is converted when the idea of and 
the move for Black Community Parole 
Boards has been adopted by several Black 
national formations (such as the National 
Association of Black Political Scientists, the 
New Afrikan Independence Movement, the 
State of the Race conference, et al.) and 
Black prisoners themselves are not doing 
anything to advance the demand for Black 
Community Parole Boards? 


Who, then is converted and amerikkka 
is not burnt down? 


This issue is not about A.M. 31 and 


Come Clean 


- tinction has arisen primarily on an objective 


and spontaneous basis. We must now sharp- 
en the distinction, develop conscious aware- 
ness and understanding and act appropri- 
ately on ideological, political and organiza- 
tional levels. This done, ‘black’ liberation will 
stand lifeless in the face of phrases, concepts 
and a new movement toward New Afrikan 
National Liberation and Socialist revolution- 
ary development.”2 


Imagine, if you will, a chain pulled to 
contention by overbearing forces bent on its 
breakage and destruction. The chain, how- 
ever, resists and holds firm, until one link 
made from a different type of metal at one 
end gets weak and begins to give way. Its 
contour is warping, and its strength is wan- 


ing as outside forces continue to twist, turn 


and pull at its ends. Finally, that one link 
breaks and the chain's entirety crashes to the 
ground, mangled and useless. The chain 
was not broken by the external pressure of 
those pulling it this way or that, but primari- 
ly because of the composition of material 
used to construct it. The chain in this allego- 
ry is the Black Liberation Movement; one 
link, the writers of this piece would try and 
have us believe, survived intact the thunder- 
ous destruction of the others. That forma- 
tion, of course, is the BGF. This is illogical to 
be sure, but for the sake of a healthy debate, 
let's assume they did survive and are now 
an organization in 1995 amerika. 


The politics of the formation are of its 
parent Movement - the BLM — which gave 
it life. The politics of the BLM were incor- 
rect; the philosophy (or the lack thereof) of 
the BLM was incorrect and thus was the 
practice. In a time which called for Our poli- 
tics to assume the reality of all relations 
between people based on the seizure and 


235 retention of state power, the BLM carried on 
„with a superimposed political program from 
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Afrikan National Revolution was called for, 
the BLM carried on with a moot comprehen- 
sion of nationality, nationhood and revolu- 
tion, i.e., “Black Liberation Movement”. The 
politics which governed the BLM fully 


embody the BGF. In spite of its as-of-late 


“New African” terminology, the remnants of 
this formation are contaminated with non- 
revolutionary elements. 


The ideological inconsistencies are evi- 
dent when in the course of the writer’s spiel, 
“Black” is used more than New Afrikan. 
The stress of ideological inconsistency is 
pointed up when the writer posits: 


“In the past,two decades, we have 
introduced our youthful brothers to a Black 
family unit and community code of ethics 
which is an ideology of a new Black man.” 


Clearly then, it’s not a New Afrikan 


NCX. It is about Black self-determination, 
or Reparation, and those who are against it. 
For an in depth, point by point analysis of 
coded racism by so-called leftists and how 
to detect and counter it. We suggest that 
you order the booklet, It’s About Reparations 
With Us!”, available for $5.00 from: 


House of Songhay 
P.O. Box 75437 
Baton Rouge, LA 70874 


The House of Songhay also distributes 
The Forty Acres Documents: What Did The 
United States Really Promise The People Freed 
From Slavery. This booklet contains relevant 
documents, mainly from the civil war peri- 
od giving what was really offered to the 
former slaves, with an introduction by 
Amilicar Shabazz and an extensive bibliog- 
raphy. It costs $10. Write to the House of 
Songhay at the above address. 


Reparators Up! pigs down. 


Prince Imari Obadele #683888 
Ellis One Unit 
Huntsville TX 77343 


the BGE. CLOE tre: 


who this writer is, aspires to be, or is trying 
to raise up; but “a new black man”. In 
another passage, the writer declares that the 
BGF is a “clandestine Black political organi- 
zation...” The BGF is about as “clandestine” 
as the Black Panther Party was. All of its 
Central Committee is either in the SHU 
indefinitely or have debriefed. The Special 
Service Unit (SSU), which is CDC’s version 
of the FBI, knows everything about the BGF. 


If by “clandestine” he means shielded from 


the people it is supposed to be turning into 
the “New Blackman”, then yes, they are 
“clandestine”. They are so clandestine that 
the masses of prisoners reject them. The 
most appalling thing, however, is when the 
writer posits: 


“The CDOC has created an under- 
ground policy called “debriefing”, which 
requires that a prisoner who has been identi- 
fied as a BGF member, associate, or affiliate 
member (such as Black Panther, Afrikan 
People’s Socialist Party, Republic of New 
Afrika, Black Liberation Army, or Black 
August Organizing Activists) in order to be 
released from punitive isolation...” 


First of all, the debriefing process is not 
“underground”. What's “underground” 
about it? Each of us with indeterminates are 
told to “die, debrief or parole”, before We'd 
ever be let out from back here. Needless to 
say, there’s been more debriefing than dying 


or paroling. Those who debrief are not all. 


“thugs” as this writer implies. Rather, as 
BGF members, associates or what have you, 
they've not been properly trained “through 
revolutionary transition” to “become pro- 
ductive men instead of destructive men”. 
The BGF for whatever reason, but i'm sure it 
has to do with composition of cadres, failed 
to transform their colonial mentalities into 
revolutionary nationalist mentalities and 
subsequently when they lost faith in the 
BGF, they also gave up on the struggle and 
collaborated with the state. The selection 
and training of cadre is the life blood of any 
organization, movement and nation. But as 
a result of its BLM upbringing and stature, 


Secondly, what “Black Panthers, Afrikan 
Peoples Socialist Party, Republic of New 
Afrika, Black Liberation Army or Black 
August Organizing Activists”? Where are 
these activists /cadres?! With the exception of 
the Republic of New Afrika — which the 
writer apparently confuses with an organiza- 
tion — all of these formations are remnants 
of the Black Liberation Movement. And with 
the exception of Comrad-Brotha Jigaga and 
Jalil Muntagim (who was in Quentin in the 
mid 70s), there are none of these organiza- 
tions represented here in California kamps. 
Comrad-Brotha Geronimo and Jalil Abdul 
Muntaqim are New Afrikan Independence 
Movement cadre, members of the Nations 
Armed Forces. 


Finally, the young Brotha who mur- 
dered Huey Newton was in fact a BGF 
member. He, like so many others “in the 


Klass and privilege from centre 


In regards to particular lines, one’s line 
crystallizes, becomes either stronger or is 
shown to be incorrect through de process of 
struggling around various issues and con- 
tradictions, by waging ideological struggle 
and applyin one line. We either attempt to 
challenge Ourselves to take things to higher 
levels or go on like de monk towin de bell. 
A lot of de classic definitions no longer 
apply to Our particular reality and both old 
and new contradictions dat must be con- 
fronted continue to re-emerge in new 
forms. 


“Typically, our approach to and cri- 
tique of neo-kolonialism has been one- 
sided. We focused our attention on the out- 
ward and easily perceived face of neo-kolo- 
nialism (“house negroes”). We tend to 
neglect the internal (and much more diffi- 
cult to recognize, especially due to Our lib- 
eralism) aspects of the problem: the failure 
of the working masses and their highest 
expression (the party) to consistently mani- 
fest the appropriate response to our prob- 


past two decades” was released from one of 
the kamps with a “community code of 
ethics, which is an ideology of a new 
Blackman”, and was using drugs with 
Huey. Huey tried to take the youngster’s 
dope and was shot in the head. Why? Well, 
as the writer says: 


“We have mastered the science of social 
transformation when it comes down to-the 
most hard-core violence-oriented youth that 
enter our field of activity”. 


This was no “cointelpro” as the writer 
would have us believe. Huey was blasted 
and the shooter himself, on tv, said he was a 
member of the BGF. Like the rest of them, he 
is here indefinitely. Let’s not dramatize or 
use twisted spook conspiracies to camou- 
flage Our incorrectness. The BGF, like the 
BLM which breathed life into it, is dead. 
Now, as individual revolutionaries, it’s time 
to pull up your sleeves and Re-build. You’ve 
done it before and you can do it again. But 
don’t think you can bring remnants from a 
backward movement, in New Afrikan drag, 
to us believing that We are going to accept it. 
That’s dead. 


The New Afrikan Community, as you 
ask, probably would help you, if they 
sensed your righteousness, but your lan- 
guage points up ideological, philosophical 
and theoretical inconsistency. How can you 
profess to be revolutionary clinging to old 
forms of struggle? The people are no fools 
and can see the weakness there. Come clean, 
let go of the old, beginning first with that 
name “Black” Guerrilla Family. Then youll 
need to assess your function, are you mili- 
tary or political; underground or above; 
prison or mass oriented; Black or New 
Afrikan; Social or Political Prisoners; 
Lumpen or Proletarian etc., etc. If you are a 
part of the NAIM, pronounce yourselves as 
such, but don’t fake the funk. oo 


Re-Build!!! 
A New Afrikan Independence Movement Cadre 
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lem. “Thuggin,” “Free O.J.!” , Videogaming, 
etc. — any and all of that which is not 
directly designed to being about our inde- 


pendence and socialist development is 


accommodation. The more accommodating 
We do, the more covert our kkkolonization 
(neo-kolonialism). Conversely, the more 
agitating, educating, mobilizing, organiz- 
ing, institution-building and fighting We 
do, the more open and naked will be de 
oppression and repression We’ll face. This 
is the kkkolonial reality for all New 
Afrikans — inside or outside the kamps.” œ% 


From “Spittin,” Dialectical Materialism 
on House Niggerosis (Neo-Kolonialism) 
HHRH Fall 1994 
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A pamphlet of writings by Shaka 
Shakur is now available. See the Resource 
section on the back page for more info. 
Highly recommended. 
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